Against bothas plan:

FOR FULL DEMOCRATICI
RIGHTS 1

The spectre that 1$ haunting the apartheid
state today 1s the speccre of unity. In the
1940s, when the liberation struggle was *<rst
given a prograaocatlc basis, those /hose
thinking shaped the programe realized that
the essence of struggle was unity of the
Jppressed. The organizations of the people

In the 1940s and 1950s were structured 1n

a way that was designed to build unity. They
«ere also designed to ensure maximus
participation of their members so as to built
democracy. The state sought to divide us;

our organizations sought to unite us. The
state sought to extend fts dictatorship over
us"; our organizations sought to extend
democracy among us.

During the 1960s the organizations of the
people were crushed. Tha’state Intended to
destroy unity of the oppressed before 1t
became too powerful for the state to control.
The s«K period saw the Implementation of
apartheid theory which the state had legalised
In the 1950s. The separate locations and
homelands were and remain an assault on the
unity of the oppressed which the state fear*
above all else. At the saae time, new and
aver more repressive “Security* laws sought
to stifle the n»Mrth of organizations aaono
the oppressed.

The 1970s revealed that not even ten years
of savage repression could break the
foundations of unity and democracy which

the people®s organizations had laid so
strongly in the years before 1960. Mass
struggles even more vehement than those of
the 1950s advanced the liberation struggle
In the 1970s and 1980s, and orfhlzations of
the people were reborn in the streets, 1n
the factories, on the sports fields, and in
the schools and universities. Basic to these
struggles was the concept of unity of the
oppressed and its corollary, rejection of the
apartheiJ state and its organs, whether
these vert liaison committees, mmhomeland"
leaders, management connlttees, multi -
national sports clubs, or "gutter ”education
departments. Jt was fitting that the mew
chapter in the history of the liberation
struggle should have opened with the. 1973
Durban strike; 1n this period the working
«lass has moved to the frontline of struggle.
Working class organization has grown power-
fully la many forms. Workers have organised ,
In trade unions at their work places, in
civic organizations In their communities, in
mon-racial sports clubs and in women®s
organizations. The sons and daughters of the
working class have organised In student
organizations at school s', coTTeges “ad
«rvversltles.

In a hundred ways, on a hundred levels,
there has been unity. TBere is, firstly,
unity of purpose. All these organizations
are committed to the national liberation
struggle. There 1is no progressive trade
union which does not insist or non-
racialism as a principle, for instance.
That is, trade unions insist on a political
unity of the oppressed. Apartheid is
rejected, together with works and liaison
committees. The same commitment to the
liberation struggle is found in civic
organization. In the midst of their
struggle for maintenance and rents we can
afford, civic organizations reject
management committees and community councils
as dunmy bodies of apartheid. Civic
organizations are the local government of
the people, in other words; bodies that
directly represent their conmunities on a
local level. Civics are therefore
democratic structures.

There has also been unity 1n action, such
as the support connittees for the Leyland
strike of 198 < or the Wilson-P.owntree

4,

Labour Party has been rejected for its
acceptance of the PC proposals. Accepting
these proposals means accepting apartheid.
Accepting the ICoomhof bills means
accepting apartheid. There is no question
of our accepting apartheid. The rejection
of these measures is proof of our unity
and of our commitment to democracy.

The state knows that 1t has lost the battle
to divide the hearts and minds of the
oppressed. It sees resistance everywhere,
in every organization of the people. It
sees all these organizations rallying to
the,cause of the workers at Leyland and
WIllson-Rowntree under the banner: "An
injury to one 1s an Injury to all”. It sees
then rallying to the cause o*rjg~~n""J
movement under the banner fIES®
seesThrraflJ”
iflg IK! full franchise in
rejecting the Labour Party sell-out. It
sees the unity In struggle of the oppressed*
It sees the growth In democratic
organizations of the people. The apartheid
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