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NOTES OH A MEETING HELD OK SATURDAY AUGUST 25th 192^

AT TRANSVAAL BOY SCOUTS' ASSOCIATION H.Q,. OFEICES. *

Present :  Sir  Alfred P ic k fo rd ,  Commissioner for Oversea

S * 91* .  R a le ig h ,  F .H .  Hodgkins on, 
•J .H .T .  Weber, L .M .  Br iggs ,  A , W. H a r r is ,  represent­
ing the Scouts '  Association ,  and the Revs, W A 

Palmer, W .E .  W ilk inson ,  S . P .  Wocdfield .  H i ^ s .

' +£ Osmond V ictor ,  Mr. Ashton Keyes,  represent­
ing the riativft and Coloured Communities and the 
P a t h f i n d e r s ' .

/

t The Meeting was called at the instance  of the "P a th f in d e r s "

fn ^ 8i der thf  re lat io n sh ip  of that Organisation  
^ . /y. tj-e Imperial  Scout Headquarters London.

The Rev. Palmer pointed out that Scouting had been extended

to natives  and coloured peoples after considerable 

iscuss io n  and 07 a mutual compromise under which 

in order to avoid any p o s s i b i l i t y  of detrimental!-/

+ ̂ r e« i 1?,g ^  f  movement among the European bovs 
the "P a th f in d e r s "  took that name instead of 

Sccuw , accepted a d i f f e r e n t  uniform, d i f fe r e n t  
badges,  and in  general avoided anvthing that /rip-ht

!2 l r L l It  was' understood g g *

confirmed i t ’ r a0J epted this  arrangement and 
o n f i m e d  it .  Great surprise  was therefore  fe lt

t n "Scouter "  of March 1523„, which 
London Executive  did net consider

■ Sir n .
the "Pathf '  n r i ^ ! !  ? ence at aPPeared that

the interests  of t l T *  V° P ^ H s c d  because in  
aereed t l  !  !  European ^o pu l?t io n  thev had
agreed to a : compromise instead of demanding thP 'iTtL TdeV ^ 6 Scout La"  ^  Lend on Regulations 

aocruing ^herefrom ^01,13’ ^  a U  th° P - l -  benefits

d e f i c i t ° f ,ltS l  lmP°rtance that they be 

^ ^ S a T S ^ ^ ^  —  * •  A n a ,  control

Sir  Alfred  -Wokford trusted that the deputation  would v a l i s e  
tnat he was in  an extremely d i f f i p u i *  0 0 ^  + :
When he l e f t  England in  November l&oo P ' - S ” ’

how or why +he maft-o-r v,0h ’ i co.-..ld n c ;  say

have^re-ooened ^the^qu2sti  5* ~ s * ? S ^ 00uld

sr-0j e;s  ” l 2 S S *
I S S i  clause had °?  “ ^ i ™

which had necessitated  this  ,
he would think  that T-ot^7 ’?  a tt itu d e ,  but

other a f f i l i a t e d  b td ies  ? * »  f ' *it' 1 . ucuies such as the v  jj c A

Bxecutive  d e c i s i on

that Sooutln«  ^ i ed ° L
Of  colour, r-oe " e l i * L i  ' r ofirardleS3

was an unalterable  o o s it io n  '  a S c °ut "
InrnfiT'ij)! u a _ * 1 ^ut in  Tjomt n-?

kept w ith in  the boundaries



Rev

Rer'.

Rev.

and rules ,  London does not i n t e r fe r e .  For 

i n s t a n c e , i f  a propose! were Tns.de to cut out the 
Promise to "Do ny duty to Gcd ;\ London v;ould at 
once in t e r fe re ,  for that w c . ld  b- cutting: at a 
toot p r inc ip a l  of the Movement,

In  South Africa, ne real ised  there '.'.’ere 
great d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  applying trie p r inc ip a l  he 
had referred  toip ttf "LSvury boy a Scout " ,  and hu 

felt  that in  a rr iv in g  ret a modus vivendi  there 
had beer, much give and take, muoh compromise on 

^^ ^ ' sides* It  was fe a s .*1 b 1 e for the section 

most d i r e c t ] /  .interested in  the n at iv e  and coloured 
work to take the hitzh l i n e :  it. w.?s fe as ib le  for the 

Government, for..'the Governor-General, ’-;ho v.'as also 
Chief  Scout, to t'-ke the h igh  l in e  of d irectly  
forbidding  any formation of Scout? or similar  

organisations ,  and therefore  both sides  had been 
faced with  the practical  question ,  which v.ss the 

better  of two a lternatives  ? and with the s p ir it  

* n a L 19 c h a r ac te r is t ic  of the Movement, a satis- 
faStory way out had been found. There could be 

no doubt that ultimately  native  and coloured 

bcout Troop-; would come, because thev existed  

elsewhere but it  would take time. Ultimately 

f ° '  Scouting would break down cps + e

a i x Jvo v, -I+^ ae d 0 l n ^ U  in  I n d * *  where * for 
s ix  years  he h-d fought for t h e ' I n d i a n  boy; How
the posit a on there was f a i r l y  sat is facto ry .

to k-ov riir? l n6 p r e s e n r p o s it ion ,  he would l ike  
to Jcnov, Q id a on- recogni 12 on by London reallv

i S f ?  the Pathfinders, excep, perhaps In eenti-

Woodfield explained tnat in  the native  mind this  non­

recognition  did constitute  a real in j u r y "  cne 

0, the great movements of recent vears  was the"  
awakening of national  c o n s c i e n c e /  1® t * l  scout 

movement the native  - p ,r e n t s  rather  thPn children  

- e c e ? "e d T ld‘ Wil3e under w £ o h S e y "

on ,  footing with other^rBoe?U  ̂ ^ n d ^ T ^ -

e f 4 c t C«vla 8t  d e s t r ° y ed this  at a blov// s a i d ^ n * 0*1

: you are not ‘

*t t h r ^ r ^ o r ^ T ^ s ^ f l ^ ’iocal10^  tkerr ' mer e l y
I t  “ e i i ° ^ i t S ° § -  the

S : a l i “ • '■ the personnel of t f c T c o U T  

party might d o m i n a t r i h e b Coun5ii’ **  ^ * Sy^ pathetic

i s  r s w  £ V f i “ at
t h , t  J s  t l r 1 , ? ! ' ; : ? “ '  ad opti on of a code’ 

well- being. ' ’ nen-t ~1, and physical

? - liner confirmed ■the tT’^npyiri i

look of the a - .U “ n X S f f ? . i "  mental Lut- 

T.-ho ind  worked a n o m  then t '»- tv  w l , * 1* 811 thCSe 
pointed out the c W . ™  < T  y ^ ear3 ago. He

not controlled  bv t>-e ~ S c o - w ^ ^ 0^  a sso o i*t io n s  

real danger, one' migh+ s-v \ S PU 3 a t i  ° n * and the 
work among European b o y s /  ' tnerein  to the

8 M U l r e d  “  t0  ‘-he in  & p t  ana the SoudM|



Sir Alfred Pick  ford admitted that sc far ^  the Soudan wa s 

concerned the p o s it io n  ras at present hopeless 
end nothing was ‘being done. He then explained 
the wond er ful process of ass im ilat io n  going on in  

In d ia ,  instanc ing  cases of high-caste Indians  

actually  rendering practical  active  heir; to the 

lowest caste of coolies .  They had c.-ses 0 +' real 

feallantry performed by one, for the other, a thing 

regarded as an absolute im p o ssib il ity  few years 

ago.  ̂ He instanced cases of interm ingling  and 

a sso c ia t io n  at Rsjput  monthly r a l l i e s T  Scouting 
was even e ffecting '  Child-marriage.

He wse en t ire ly  sympathetic, i f  desired he 
would cable London to ask why this action  had been 

taken, but he thong1 t it  might be more satisfactory  
i f  tney would leave the matter in h is  hands for 
action  on h is  return to London.

General conversation  on numerous aspects o^ the nat ive  end 
coloured question  tooic place  and then

Rev. Higgs expressed h im se lf  as confident that sooner or 

later  the South African  p re judice  would die  and 

the Scout work among their people receive  recognit ­
ion; he was content to work and wait .

Fev. ^Food f ie ld  voiced the thanks of the deputation  for Sir

sympathetic a tt i tu d e ;  they quite  real ised  
n i=  n i f u c u l t i e s ,  and moved that the raat+er- be ' a f t  
m  has hands. * " ' “

Unanimously agreed to.

J OHAiQraSBTJI®. 

A . W. HARRIS. 4 /9 /23  „

Secretary.

Transvaal Scout Council ,
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