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PART ONE

ORGANISATIONS TODAY
Th er e  a re  many i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trad e  u n i o n  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w h i c h  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  w o r k e r s  

from d i f f e r e n t  co untries .  Here,  we w i l l  focus 

on t h r e e  o f  the  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e s e  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s :

1: International* confederations? which: bringt together? 
trad& union; federations front dif ferentcountries^

21 IntemationaLtradessecretariatswhictr bring-together 
unionsiir the»samerindustry-fronrdifferentcountriesi

3.. International workrof national trade union federations:

The  names of  many of  these  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  are  

v e ry  l o n g .  T h i s  book w i l l  o f t e n  use  the shor t  
form of  the name.  I t  w i l l  g i v e  j u s t  the main 
le t te rs  of the name, for example ICFTU. At the 

end  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  on page  15 ,  the names of  

many of these o rg ani sa t io ns  are written  out in 
f u l l .
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TRADE UNION CONFEDERATIONS
In  many  c o u n t r i e s  d i f f e r e n t  u n i o n s  co me  

together in one or ga n is a t io n  cal l ed  a nat ional  

trade union centre  or fe deration .

For e x a m p l e ,  in  B r i t a i n  a l l  the u n i o n s  come 

t o g e t h e r  in the  T r a d e s  Un io n  C o n g r e s s  - the 

TUC. In the United States  unions are jo ined  in 

a f e d e r a t i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  A F L - C I O ,  a n d  in  

Germany  most b i g  u n i o n s  b e l o n g  to the DGB.  In 

s o m e  c o u n t r i e s  t h e r e  i s  more  t h a n  one  

f e d e r a t i o n .  In F r a n c e  there  are  t h r e e .  In 

South A f r i c a , in the 1970s ,  non-racial  unions 

formed two d i f f e r e n t  federations  - FOSATU and 
CUSA.

When fe de rat ion s  from d i f fe r e n t  countries  come 

t o g e t h e r  t o  f o r m  o n e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

o r g a n i s a t i o n ,• i t  i s  c a l l e d  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
trade union confederation .



WFTU - WORLD FEDERATION

has o v e r  2 0 0  m i l l i o n  
m e m b e r s  f r o m  8 8  
d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .  
I t s  i n f l u e n c e  i s  
strongest  in s o c i a l i s t  

c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  the  

S o v i e t  U n i o n  a n d  
E a s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  

• c o u n t r i e s .

OF TRADE UNIONS

C O N F E D E R A T I O NI C F T U  - I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

FREE TRADE ONIONS :
has 85  m i l l i o n  u ni on  

rn e m b e r s #  f r o m  

f e d e r a t i o n s  i n  9 3  

d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .

I t s  i n f l u e n c e  i s  

s t r o n g e s t  in  W e s t e r n  
E u r o p e ,  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  

and Japan.  The B r i t i s h  

TUC/ the American  AFL- 

C I O /  a n d  G e r m a n  DGB 
and the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

f e d e r a t i o n *  CUSA# are  
some  o f  th e  c e n t r e s  
a f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e  

ICFTU.

OF

Today there are two main c o n f e de ra t io n s  which 

b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  t r a d e  u n i o n s  fr o m d i f f e r e n t  

c o u n t r i e s :



T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a t h i r d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

co nfederation  c a l l e d  the WORLD CON FED E R AT IO N  

OF L A B O U R  ( H C L ) .  T h i s  i s  s m a l l e r  than the 

o t h e r  t w o ,  a n d  is  s t r o n g  m a i n l y  in  L a t i n  

America .

I f  we want to know how strong a confede rat ion  

r e a l l y  i s ,  i t  i s  not  e n o u g h  to a s k  how many 

m e m b e r s  i t  h a s .  In  m a n y  W e s t  E u r o p e a n  

c o u n t r i e s ,  w o r k e r s  must  b e l o n g  to c e r t a i n  

u n i o n s  b e c a u s e  of  c l o s e d - s h o p  a g r e e m e n t s .  In 

many E a s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  u n i o n s  are  

c o n t r o l l e d  by the s t a t e  a nd  a l l  w o r k e r s  must 

b e l o n g  to a u n i o n .  T h i s  p u s h e s  up the number  

of  memb ers  in  the ICFTU a nd  the WFTU.

U s u a l l y  o n l y  one tr ad e  u n i o n  f e d e r a t i o n  from 

e a c h  c o u n t r y  c a n  j o i n  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

c o n f e d e r a t i o n .  I f  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  t h a n  one 

federation  in a country,  each centre w i l l  join 

a d i f f e r e n t  c o n f e d e r a t i o n .  For  e x a m p l e  in 

France  t he r e  a re  three  trade  u n i o n  c e n t r e s .  
One b e l o n g s  to the IC F T U ,  a n o t h e r  b e l o n g s  to 
the WFTU, and a third  belonged to the WCL (but 
i t  is now i n de p e n de nt ) .

ICFTU
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Whatris the worteol international confederations?

They aim to bui ld  up trade  union  organis at ion  

in c o u n t r i e s  whe re  ic  i s  w e a k .  T h e y  g i v e  l o t s  

of  money to new u n i o n s ,  a nd  g i v e  e d u c a t i o n  and 

t r a i n i n g  to t r a d e  u n i o n  o r g a n i s e r s .  T h e y  

p r o t e s t  when  g o v e r n m e n t s  r e p r e s s  w o r k e r s '  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  L a t e r  t h i s  book  w i l l  loo k  a t  

some of the p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e i r  w o r k .

i
SpnTal UsM —

ICTTV SYMPOSIUM ON SI PPOK1 FOR THE INDEPENDENT 
RLACV TOADF. L-MON MO\ EMLNT IN SOI T il AFRIC A

The ICFTU produces this newsletter for unions in Africa



INTERNATIONAL TRADE SECRETARIATS

What are? trade secretariats?

I n  many  c o u n t r i e s ,  w o r k e r s  i n  t he  s a me  

industry  or same type of f a c t o r y  are organised  

i n t o  one u n i o n .  For  e x a m p l e ,  in  S o u t h  A f r i c a  

many t r a n s p o r t  w o r k e r s  a r e  o r g a n i s e d  by the 

Transport and General  Workers '  Union.

The I N T E R N A T I O N A L  TRADE S E C R E T A R I A T S  ( I T S )  

b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  u n i o n s  in  the same i n d u s t r y  

from d i f f e r e n t  c o un tr ies .

For  e x a m p l e  u n i o n s  w h i c h  o r g a n i s e  t r a n s p o r t  

w o r k e r s  in  many d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  have 

j o i n e d  t o g e t h e r  to form  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Transport Federation  ( I T F ) .
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Today there are 16 ITSs  w i t h  a l m o st  60  mi l l i o n  
w o r k e r  members  a c r o s s  the  w o r l d .  T h e s e  trade  

s e c r e t a r i a t s  a r e  l i n k e d  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  

co nf ede rat ion ,  the ICFTU.  There  are a lso  other 

trade s e c r e t a r i a t s  l i n k e d  to the WFTU as well  

as to the  WCL.

O n l y  o n e  u n i o n  f e d e r a t i o n  f r o m  e a c h  c o u n t r y  

c a n  j o i n  a c o n f e d e r a t i o n .  B u t  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  

u n i o n  f r o m  e a c h  c o u n t r y  c a n  j o i n  a t r a d e  

s e c r e t a r i a t .  F o r  e x a m p l e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  the  

G e n e r a l  W o r k e r s ’ U n i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

T r a n s p o r t  a n d  G e n e r a l  W o r k e r s  U n i o n  b o t h  

o r g a n i s e  t r a n s p o r t  w o r k e r s .  B o t h  t h e s e  u n i o n s  

a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t  

F e d e r a t i o n .

Whafcisr.thejworfcot the^lTSs?-

L i k e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  u "  1 °  "  

c o n f e d e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  ‘ I T S s  a l s o  a i m  t o  b u i l d  

t r a d e  u n i o n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

c o u n t r i e s .  B u t  t h e  I T S s  d e a l  m o r e  w i t h  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  o r d i n a r y  w o r k e r s  a t  

t h e i r  p l a c e s  o f  w o r k .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e y  h e l p  u n i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

c o u n t r i e s  t o  e x c h a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n a  °  

c o o p e r a t e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  t h e y  “ d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  s a m e  c o m p a n y .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e y  h e l P 

w o r k e r s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  to s u p p o r t  e a c h  

o t h e r  by  o r g a n i s i n g  s t r i k e s  or  b o y c o t t s .  L a t e r  

in t h i s  b o o k  w e  w i l l  l o o k  a t  some  e x a m p l e s  o f  

o f  t h i s .  We  w i l l  a l s o  l o o k  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  

o f  t h e s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .p r o b l e ms
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NATIONAL FEDERATIONS
Some n a t i o n a l  f e d e r a t i o n s ,  l i k e  the B r i t i s h  

TU C , ,  the A m e r i c a n  A F L - C I O ,  a n d  a number  of  

European f e d e r a t i o n s ,  a l s o  run th e i r  own trade 

union programmes in other c o u n t r ie s .

For e x a m p l e ,  the  TUC has  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  trade  

u ni o n  m o v e m e n t s  in  many c o u n t r i e s  in  A f r i c a  

and  A s i a  t h a t  w er e  xsnce c o l o n i e s  of  B r i t a i n .  

A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  i s  G e r m a n y ,  w h e r e  e a c h  union  

f e d e r a t i o n  r u n s  i t s  own p r o g r a m m e s  in  o t h e r  
c o un t r ie s .

T h e  A m e r i c a n  A F L - C I O  h a s  a s p e c i a l  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Department  which  runs big trade 

union programmes in many d i f f e r e n t  countries .  

I t  has one s e c t i o n  o r g a n i s i n g  p r o g r a m m e s  in 
Latin  America (A IFLD) ,  anoth er  in Afr ica  (the 
AALC),  and another  in As ia  (A A F L I ).
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w o r k e r s  a r e  a l s o  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  b y .

REGIONAL t r a d e  u n io n  o r g a n is a t io n s

T h e s e  Z

!i»TrAK TRADE UNION UNITY (OATUU) b r i n g s  

t o g e t h e r  n a t i o n s  1 f e d e r a t i o n s  f r o .  . a n y  

co unt rie s  in A f r i c a .  ----

th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a b o u r  o r g a n is a t io n  (ILOI

«- t-hp U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .  I t  i s  made
T h i s  i s  p a r t ^ ^ a t i v e s  o f  e m p l o y e r s ,  

U P °  P w o r k e r s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of “ ^ " / e p r e s e n L t i v e s  ta lk

Of  g o v e r n m e n t s .  T h e s e  v ^  c o n d it io n s  of 

a l ? 6 w o r k e r s ° i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o un tr ie s  to the same 

. l e v e l .

WORKER TO WORKER LINKS

O f t e n  u n i o n s  p r e f e r  n o t  to^ w o r t  t h r o u g h  t h e s e

h i ,  . i ^ e r n a  t i o n a l  o r g a  ■ J  o t b e r

t h e i r  o w n  d i r e c t  c o r w  v i s i t s  o r  m e e t i n g s

c o u n t r i e s #  by  orga  o r d i n a r y  w o r k e r s  in
b e t w e e n  s h o p s t e w a r d e  or o r d i n a r y  ^

d i f f e r e n t  e o i J ^ r i e s .  COUn t r i e s  through church 
with  worke rs  in othe C h r i s t i a n  W o r k e r s

o r g a n i s a t i o n 8  #s o r  t o f  c o n  t a c t  h a s  b e c o m e  

( Y C W ) .  T h i s  s o r t  i n  t h e  i a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,

i m p o r t a n t  f °*_  i U  l o o k  a t  s o m e  e x a m p l e s  of  
L a t e r  t h i s  b o o K  w m

these co n ta c t s .
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ICFTU

WFTU

WCL

IMF

ITF

ITS

AALC

ILO

OATUU

NAMES OF ORGANISATIONS
Confederations

- I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e d e r a t io n  of  
Trade Unions

- World  Fe der ati on  of Trade Unions

- World C o n f e d e r a ti o n  of Labour

Free

Trade S e creta ria ts

- I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Metal  W o r k e r s ’ Federation

- I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t  W o r k e r s '  
Federa tion

- I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Trade S e c r e t a r i a t

Other Internatio nal Organisatio ns

- African-American  Labour  Centre

- I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour O r g a n i s a t i o n

- O r g a n i s a t i o n  of A f r i c a n  Trade Union 
Unity

National Federations

AFL-CIO - A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L a b o u r  - 

Congress of I n d u s t r i a l  O r g a n i s a t i o n s  
CGT — C o n f e d e r a t i o n  G e n e r a l e  du T r a v a i l

(France )

DGB •- Deutcher  Gew erk sc ha fts bun d  (Germany) 

TUC - Trades  Union Congress  ( B r i t a i n )

South A frican  Federations

CUSA - Counci l  of  Unions of South A f r i c a  

FOSATU - F e d e r a t i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  T r a d e  
Unions

TUCSA - Trade Union Counci l  of South A f r i c a
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