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Johannesburg.

2nd January, 1941.

To Members of the General Committee.

Dear Sir/Madam,

An important meeting of the members of the General Committee 

of the Jan H. Hofmeyr School of Social Work will be held on 

FRIDAY, 10th January, at 1:00 o’clock, at the offices of the Non- 

European and Native Affairs Department, 3rd Floor, Geneva House, 

Loveday Street.

This will be the last meeting before the formal opening of 

the School on the 15th January, and it is hoped that all members 

will make a special effort to be present. Light refreshments 

will be provided.

Yours very sincerely,

Telephone: 24-1890.
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Telephone: 44.3326

o M * '
P.O. Box 97, 
JOHANNESBURG.

10th January 1941.

Dr, A. B. Xuma, 
104 End Street, 
Doornfontein, 
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir,

JOHANNESBURG NATIVE TOWNSHIPS

I shall be grateful if you will attend.
a meeting to be held in ROOM NO. 40 AT THE UNIVERSITY (IIAIN 
BUILDING) MILNER P A R K , JOHANNESBURG, ON FRIDAY JANUARY 17TH, 
1941 AT 4.45 P.Si.

have been concerning themselves with securing improvements 
in living and other conditions at Orlando and the other 
municipal Native townships with a view to considering the 
best means of securing these improvements and of ensuring 
that the influence of enlightened opinion shall be effective 
in such matters as housing.

To this meeting I am inviting those who

Yours truly,

Senator for the ^.frican 
people of the Transvaal 
and Orange Free State.

JDRJ/AW.

1 0 th January 1941.
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^  ^  THE JAN H. H0FD5YR SCHOOL OF SOCIAL /ORK. / o / t/ f ? / /

'INTJTES OF THE MEETING- OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE HELD IN THE OFFICES OF 
THE NON -E UP 01:E AN AND NATIVE AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT, JOHANNESBURG MUNICI­
PALITY, GENEVA HOUSE, ON FPIDAY, 10th JANUAIY, a T 1:00 O’CLOCK.

PRESENT: Senator J. D. Rheinallt Jones (in the Chair), Dr. Ray E.
"hillips, Mr. Graham Ballenden, Hiss Miriam Janisch, Mrs. 
J . D .  Rheinallt Jones, Councillor 7. HcEwan, Mrs. Ray '’.. 
Phillips, Mr. John H. Hunt, Archdeacon R. Y. louse 
Mr. David Murray.

Apologies were received from Mr. j. h . Hofmeyr and Reverend 
S . S . Tema.

The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

A° LICa T U N  TO SCHOOL: Dr. Phillips reported that twenty-five men and 
women had been accepted as students of the School. Several 
applicants had boon turned down mainly because of their 
heavy indebtedness. A half-dozen applications were still 
under consideration.

ACCOMMODA T I ON: Arrangements had been made with (1) the Helping Hand
Club for providing accommodation for one married couple and 
several single women students; and (2) the Municipal Non- 
European and Native Affairs Department for the housing of 
eight single men students at the Wolhuter Men's Hostel.
As these men were to give voluntary assistance in the super­
vision of the Reading Room, Mr. Ballenden offered to reduce 
the rent of the students' common room by 50$.

OF R 00!IS: Mrs. Ray E. Phillips reported on the furnishing 
of four rooms and a common room for the men at the Wolhuter 
Men's Hostel. The cost of this permanent equipment would be 
about £40.

Suggestions were made about having strips of felt or can­
vas covers filled with teff instead of coir mattresses 
These were referred to the Sub-Committee on Admissions.’

3TA? F : Dr. Fhillips reported briefly on the Staff of the School 
which was to consist of:-

Miss Hansi .Poliak, (Introduction to South African
,, _ .. . T . Economics.)
Mr. Julius Lewin, (Social Legislation).
Mrs. J . D. Rheinallt Jones, (Careers and Social Agencies) 
Mrs. Perry Joy, (Arts and Crafts).
Miss Leontine Sagan, (Dramatics).
Dr. ::ay E. Phillips, (Introductory Sociology).
Dr. George ("5-ale, (Short course of ten hours on Personal

Health and Hygiene).
Owing to ill-health Rev. D. JC. Clinton was unable to 

take the course on Christian Social Teachings, which 
was now to be taken by Rev. John Mullineux.
The hysical Education and Recreation course would be 
under the direction of Dr. E. jokl of the Witwatcrsrand 
Technical College, and would include a special course 
for the women students.

FURNISHING OF THE CLASSROOMS: Suggestions were made about the tyoe 
and arrangement of the tables and chairs in the class-room 
at the Bantu Men's Social Centre, and Dr. Phillips was 
authorised to furnish this room.

/FINANCIAL ......

\  *



FINANCIAL STATEMENT: After discussion about the wisdom of making
such large grants to married couples in particular and also 
to some. 01 the single students, the financial statement was 
agreed to with the following alterations:-

(1) That £250, i.e. 10% of the estimated expenditure be 
budgeted to cover unforeseen expenses.

(2) That the cost of the midday meals and the actual 
amount received from students paying their tuition 
fees be shown separately.

The question of security for loans was also raised and Dr. 
Phillips explained that arrangements for the re-payment of 
loans would be made by him with each student individually.

i LANS FOR THE OPENING OF THE SCHOOL ON 15TH JANUARY:
Mr. J . II. Hofmeyr had agreed to presiding at the official 
opening of the School at 2:30 o'clock at the University of 
the Witwatersrand. Senator J. D. Rhcinallt Jones would speak 
on "Present and Probable Future Development in Social Wel­
fare for Africans".
Other speakers would be the Mayor of Johannesburg, Dr.
Ray E. Phillips and Mr. Sclope Thema.
It was agreed that there should be no collection at this 
ODcning ceremony.

The meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m.

Confirmed at meeting held on .................... . iq

CHAIRMAN.
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Patron, T h e  Hon. T h e  M inis te r  fo r  N at ive  A f f a in .

TREASUR ER :
T he  S ec r e t a r y  for  N at iv e  

A f f a i r s .

U N I O N  B U I L D I N G S .  PR ET OR IA.

2211 Ka i y a n a  S t r e e t ,

CH AIRMAN: 
N A T I V E  C O M M I S S I O N E R ,  

J O H A N N E S B U R G .

HON.  SECR ETAR Y: 
REV H. G. MPITSO.

PlMVILLE.

JOHANNESBURG.
16th January, /y4i

Dr.. A.B, Xuma, M.D.

104 End Street,

DOORNFONTEI, Tvl,

Dear Doctor,

The Executive 0® the above Committee at Its sitting

on&ffftAAJty the 14th inst. suggested your name as one of the Speakem 

at the Anniversary o f  the Mendi which will be held at the Bantu 

Sports Grounds Von Weilllgh Street on Sunday the 23rd February '41. 

at 2 p.m. Kindly let me know whether you will be available on that 

day In order that we may be able to go on with the preparation of s 

the Programme.

Yours faithfully

Hon. Gen. Secretary

\
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Incatxmt Jifibisorp Itoariis’ (Congress, ,%utlj Afvtra. 

Hokasie Ablrisrrmiir Haair limigws, Staii-Jtfttka.

PRESIDENT:

R. H. GODLO, M.R.C., 

68, St. Paul’s Road, 

East London, C.P.

VICE-PRESIDENT 

A. J. SILILO, 

Native Welfare Office, 

Durban, NATAL.

G E N ERA L SECRETARY. 

A LGEM EEN SEKRET ARIS :

S. P. MQUBULI,

“ EKUPUMLENI,” 

P.O. Pimville, 

Johannesburg.

ASST. GEN. SECRETARY: 

ASST. ALG. SEKRETA R IS : 

S. P. ARENA,

138, Lwana Street, 

Cradock, C.P.

TREASURER:

TESOURIER:

THOS. M. MAPIKELA, M.R.C.,

“ U Landi Kaya,”

1437 Community Avenue, 

Bloemfontein, O.F.S.

Office of the..........P B E S IE E H L . ..............
Kantoor van

.. .... St.Paulis.R.4 •

.......... E L S l ^ I D K S m  •

J2A±h.J.a.nuary.i9. i.1 •
Dr . A . B . X u m a , 

Sophiatown, 
JOHANNESBURG

fj. C / W /

My dear Doctor,

They say it is never too late to mend. That being tne 
case, I feel I must take this opportunity to offer you my belated yet 
heartfelt congratulations on your election to the Presidential chair of 
the African National Congress. I do so both in my personal capacit 1 as 
plain Richard and also as humble President of the Advisory Boards Con­
gress .

Although according to well informed circles down our 
way your election was considered a foregone conclusion long before Dec­
ember last, the results filled us with joy and gladness as if it was 
something we did not expect. I had hoped to write to you earlier than 
no w , but I was kept so busy during December and the early part of this 
month that I could hardly write a piati simple letter.

Now that the reins of Congress,and for that matter the 
political destiny of oar people,are in your able hands, we hope for bette: 
results. I am not unmindful of the fact that you have been called upon to 
lead a disunited people, but I cherish the hope that you will make your 
contribution fo the difficult task of welding together the scattered rem­
nants of the African race .

Last week I sent you a copy of "Umlindi" with a marked 
paragraph relating to the formation of a branch of Congress here. Calata'i 
address on that occasion left an indellible impression on the/i minas of 
the local people. The result was the formal establishment of a local 
branch with a membership of over 30.

I was elected , in absentia, to the chairmanship of the 
branch, but whilst I did not decline when approached after the event, I 
feel that my hands are so full that I cannot do justice to such an im- 
portant organisation in that capacity. However, I am holding the fort til 
the end of the year when the members may probably find another man more 
suited to the position.

By the way, I have a few suggestions to make to you 
regarding co-operation between the two organisation (A.N.C. & L.A.B.Cl. 
These I hope to make in my next letter.

Please remember me to Sister Nobandla, Dawa and the 
kiddies, not forgetting your hard-working self.
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JAHUARY BULLETIN 1941.

Dear Member,
Me hope you spent a very Merry Christmas, and that 

you are looking forward with optimism and confidence to the New 
Year. It is very unfortunate that the war is still raging and 
seems to be spreading in its forward march of destruction. We 
observe with satisfaction that the Democratic Forces are resisting 
stauncnly the onslaught of the Axils Powers, From the -reports 
Y? 5*®®^ each day, it seems we havo ovary reason to believe that the 
fignters for freedom will emerge victorious in this wai?.

GUEST NIGHT.

month, we planned to give members and their friends A REAL 
TRiiiAi. An excellent programme of Games, and Singing aswell as 
General Merry-making was arranged. Unfortunately owing to the 
rain, only a few people were able to attend. Those who attended, 
will tell you* They had real fun.

s mo n th, our Guest Night falls on Friday 3,1st January? 
and believe you me it3 going to be Real Fun* from the word go.

It being our hope that you meat quite a number of new faces, 
n9 a;fe -^yi^ing members of other Societies, aswell as individuals, 
Donot fail to attend, you will have yoursolf to blame.

NNOUNCEMENTS.

A an *-♦ ^ofmeyr School of Social Workt began here on Thursday 
I • !nuaf7^ wnon students were given an Introduction into the 

subjects, they are to learn. The school, needless to say. will 
satisfy a long felt need.

n ooooooOoooooo

lplh3Vaal °pen Tonnis chamPion3hip8 February 1st,2nd,8th,9th,15Jh

°£ above Championships, (Messrs A.P. IChutlang, H. 
q J  S  91 Rosonb^ S ;  G.B. Xorile; S. Pullen;

S u Khan; and D. Twala) have completed arrangements 
^on-European Men's Singlas and Doubles Championships for 

(S® ^r°p‘-l'j3 present;5d by Messrs Jajbhay Bros.; and H.G. Fargharson 
(Ex S.A. ^uropean Champion). This tournament, is the third of its

Soorts* S ^°HbG PlQy°d on Bantu Sports Club; The Indian 
S n  m !, ^  'o ? i 0U1, 0Wn tennis cour.ts. The holders of the Doubles
bv Mr h Tfl h>i v ant  J * 01iPliant* of the Singles, is held
Dy Mr H. Jajbhay, for two successive y6ars. This is your last

to J ai? {ame in this sphere; why not try your hand 
J -oble eifort to wrench this Cup from an individual holder. 

All we can say is Cheer-up Boyst and may the better man win.

ooooooOoooooo
i

fh S-a F ?11 fy-s-; Mr Griffiths Motsieloa, in one of his 
™  Lovedalo Appeal *'und, will present to you
on the 7th February, The Follies. You know them folks, support a 
good cause, '

Bfn-̂u Artists; have arranged a Special 1941 Programme
i n '^ursday 15th February. The Merry Blackbirds

3WinSing all the time, Donot miss this chance, bring

oi?Syrj2r2nSrTm  help th0 Kids set on their xm7 to success,
^ 2]TlJg ; °* Friday^ tho 14th February, Mr B Pashe presents

tne Sell Help Club, From reliable information, we gather that this
group nas made a wonderful Pick-up, and has plenty in store for 
you. Come along and be your own judge,

ooooooOoooooo f
tt

*? . A V * #

AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION/...... .



• •

AirRNDTlENTS TO CONSTITUTION:
Members are requested to study and

acquaint themselves with the attached list of amendments to the 
Constitution, which affects the changing of. tho. -.Goiae'taiiEiiating 
from January, 1941 to March, 1941, i « , ;^nr*

oooOooo

N. B .
May we, in their own interest, remind members to see that 
their membership ia up-to-date. We would also like 
to see our members introduce their friends to tho Centre,

oooOooo

.Do not forget Guest Night on FRIDAY, 31st JKNUARY, 1941 at 
8.15. p.m. VJe are showing BOBBY BREEN in "LET’S SING AGAIN1.' 
Get yourselves ready for the games.

Yours faithfully,

JULIUS G.MALIE. 
ACTING SECRETARY.
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4th February, 1941.

Dr. A. B. Xuma, 
85, Toby Street, 
Sophiatown, 
Johannesburg.

Dear Dr. Xuma,

as follows:

The outline of the scheme I have in mind is

You and any of your friends who wish to join 

in the scheme would form a small company with a capital of 

say £1000 and the chief business of the company would be to 

guarantee loans obtained from my Company or other lenders 

to people approved of by you.

You and your friends would undertake to sub­

scribe amongst you £1000 Capital, but only £100 would be 

required as an initial contribution though you would have 

to be prepared to pay up the balance of £900 in a reason­

able time when called upon.

When approached for assistance by people 

you would like to lend money to the following facts must be 

ascertained:-

(a) They must have property worth at least half as much

again /
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4th February, 1941,

Or. A. B. Xuma, 
85, Toby Street, 
Sophiatown, 
Johannesburg.

Dear Dr. Xuma,

as follows:

The outline of the scheme I have in mind is

You and any of your friends who wish to Join 

in the soheme would form a small oompany with a capital of 

say £1000 and the ohief business of the oompany would be to 

guarantee loans obtained from my Company or other lenders 

to people approved of by you.

You and your friends would undertake to sub­

scribe emongst you £1000 Capital, but only £100 would be 

required as an initial contribution though you would have 

to be prepared to pay up the balance of £900 in a reason­

able time when called upon.

When approached for assistance by people 

you would like to lend money to the following faots must be 

ascertained:-

(a) They must have property worth at least half as much

again /



Dr. A. B. Xuma,
Sophiatown. 4th February, 1941,

again as the amount of the loan required is, viz. if they have 

property worth £900 they can borrow £600.

(b) They must be people you know you can trust to make regular 

payments and so pay off their liability in terms of the conditions 

on which the loans are granted.

(c) If (a) and (b) are complied with your company must be prepared 

to sign as surety and see that the monthly payments are regularly 

m a d e .
So far as the working of the company is concerned you would 

have to appoint a reliable man to act as agent and he would collect 

the monthly payments from the borrowers or see that they are regu­

larly paid to the lenders.

If the business is done through my Company the charge to the 

borrowers would be 2%fo on the amount loaned and of this charge half 

would be paid to your company as a contribution towards its expenses. 

Interest would be at the rate of 6$ per annum calculated quarterly 

in advance.

The risk that you and your friends would take would be mini­

mised by the fact that you would only deal with people you know or 

who would be well recommended to you, but if one of them did fail to 

pay regularly you would have to take over the property and sell it to 

someone else. This is an expensive process sometimes and that might 

result in some loss.

As an additional safeguard I would suggest that each borrower 

be compelled to become a member of the company and so add to your 

numbers and reduce the individual liability of all the remaining 

members. Ia /



Dr. A. B. Xuma,
Sophiatown. 4th February, 1941.

In this way you would gradually build up a membership of 

people willing to help others.

I enclose a spare copy of this letter so that you can discuss 

it with others who may be interested, but please keep it private 

amongst yourselves.

Yours truly,
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The African Methodist Episcopal Church
Thirteenth Episcopal District

(KENTUCKY AN D TENNESSEE)

R. R. WRIGHT, Jr., Presiding Bishop

P. O. BOX 5

Wilberforce, Ohio

Dr. A. B. Xuma 
Sophiatown 
South Johannesburg 
South Africa

My dear Dr. Xumas

I have been thinking very much 
of out work in South Africa and the fine associations 
We had with you and our other South African friends.
I have been asked again and again to write something 
about our South African experiences.

I find so much ignorance here about our South African 
people that I have decided to write my own impressions, 
and I also want some South Africans to join me. I am 
therefore, writing to ask if you would write an article 
of whatever length you choose, say around 2000 words 
on the subject of "Medical Problems of South Africa and 
the Feed of Native Doctors", or any other subject you 
may choose.

An article of facts will be a missionary work to the 
Americans. Will you do this for me?

And if you will, I should like a photograph of yourself, 
and a short sketch of your own life.

My wife joins me in this request, and in wishing you G o d’s 
blessings.

7/hile I was not returned to South Africa, I have been 
made president of the Missionary Board, and shall be in a 
position to do much for our work in Africa.

Remember us kindly to your family and friends and in your 
prayers, I am

Yours

BISHOP A  M. S. CHURCH

February 5, 1941

RRWsLSH
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P ^ y ^ A j L .  f a .  y ^ £

f r a .  - W ^ t t

j t i  - y



Collection Number: AD843  

XUMA, A.B., Papers  

PUBLISHER: 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 

African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 

otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 

owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 

contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 

copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records 

sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. 

While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information 

contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical 

Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. 

Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes 

any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or 

any related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, held 

at the Historical Papers Research Archive at the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 


