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MINUTES OF THE 42ND MEETING OF THE ENC CONSCRIPTION COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 24 OCTOBER, 1980.
Present : Observatory UDF, COSG, Claremont UDF, Koeberg 
Alert, Anglican Board for Social Responsibility, NUSAS.
Apologies : Black Sash, WPCC, UCT SRC
1. Correspondence

We received letters of congratulation and support from 
a number of individuals including the Director of the 
Baxter Theatre and the National Chair of the Young 
Progressives. Ivan got some "hate mail" (only one 
letter).

2. National Committee Report
A summary of the discussion was circulated :
* NSF advert : the NC felt it would only be worthwhile 
suing if we were fairly certain of success. Lawyers 
had recommended suing the newspapers which carried 
the ad, but the NC hadn't felt that it was worth it.
* National Conference : the conference will be in Natal 
at the end of January and numbers will be restricted
to between 5 and 2 0 from each region.
* Employees and co-ordination : NC suggested the NC 
remain structured as it is, but to better facilitate 
national co-ordination and admin, we employ a national 
secretary. We discussed the possibility of employing 
a part-time local admin person, and mandated exec, to 
bring a proposal to the next meeting.
* International tours : NC pulled together the different 
regions' suggestions as to who should represent ECC at
the conferences to which we have been invited. A group was 
set up to start doing research for a document for the UN 
committee.

3. Assessment
Minutes from Saturday's workshop were distributed.
a) Report-back from Troops Out Campaign follow-up discussion
* Alternative project : On Saturday the major reservation 
re: the project was timing, and so it was proposed that it
be moved to the Easter period. Whatever project is undertaken 
will be done in co-ordination with the community and 
organisations in the community so that it is in no way 
patronising. The proposal was met with enthusiasm, feeling 
it would be a very positive project for ECC to undertake.
* Call-up action : a focus day around the time of the January 
call-up was proposed, incorporating the churches who often 
hold services for those people who are called up. Stickers, 
pamphlets, a picket, an alternative service project 
brochure, and letters were also suggested.
* Other ideas included another poster; an advice bureau 
workshop in December directed at school students; the content; 
and a shools cadets focus to follow on from the call-up focus.
These ideas are to be taken to sub-committees for further 
discussion.



b) Report-back from the discussion on women
It was felt that ECC needs to broaden its focus beyond 
conscripts, and incorporate the effects of conscription 
on women and broader society. Sub-committees should take 
this into account and consider it when producing media or 
undertaking a project. With schools and churches there 
is a particular need to focus on women. There are ECC 
organisations which are specifically "women-orientated", 
and many womens groups outside of ECC. We thought it would 
be useful to consult with these groupings as to how they 
felt about the issues of conscription and militarisation.
A group was set up to organise an open forum focussing on 
this area.
c) Steenkamp-Evans debate
After some discussion we decided to drop the idea for a 
debate - we couldn't decide which question we should debate, 
and anyway he said he's stopping writing about ECC for the 
meantime. it was felt that we need some follow-up meeting 
to the peace rally, and that possibly the open forum should 
be on a bigger scale than usual.
d ) Structures
* Many people were drawn into ECC before and during the 
troops-out campaign. While it seems that some of them 
have been incorporated into existing sub-committees, others 
have not. People involved in organising meetings and ECC 
activities should remember that there are people who can 
and should be pulled into adhoc work.
* General Body meetings, have become fairly large and tend to 
focus on ECC work. This has resulted in an increasing lack 
of involvement of the front organisations. It was suggested 
that organisational reps go to sub-committee meetings and 
discuss their organisation. Another idea from the exec, 
was that ECC meet weekly, every alternate week with front 
reps and sub-comm reps, and the inbetween weeks as ECC.
The problem with this is that it separates out the front and 
the organisation and the best solution would be one where 
they are able to feed into one another and complement each 
other. The discussion was not completed, and was left as 
an issue for the new exec to handle.

4. UDF request
ECC has been requested to help with door-to-door work in 
Athlone - a petition has been drawn up calling for the 
withdrawal of troops from the townships. We felt it was 
important that we do help.

5. UWO/UDF fundraising
We have been invited to an urrijrikelo on Sunday - everyone 
must please bring money, a song and something for tea. We 
should meet beforehand to invent and practice an ECC song.

6. Sub-committees
a) Media - are planning to make a year planner, stickers, 
pencils and pens; to bring out an information pack for 
interested people and new members; to do a 
slide-show on militarisation.



b) Schools - the meeting on Monday night was poorly attended;
A letter is going to be sent to principals explaining ECC;
Ivan addressed a PAAG meeting attended by +- 12 0 students.
c) Contact - letters of support for the fast are still coming 
in, including duplicates of letters which have apparently 
been sent to Le Grange; there was a programme on German TV
on ECC; the story about the soldier being killed got into 
the Washington Post and New York Times with comment from ECC.
d) Culture - ECC have a night at the play 'What about +tero<s' 
on 5 November. Tickets are being sold for R 5 .
AGM
A letter is being sent to member organisations telling them 
about the AGM and asking if ECC people can come and speak to 
them beforehand. Some organisations and individuals who 
are not ECC members but with whom we have had regular contact 
are also invited.
The AGM is on 21 November from 6.00pm.
Executive nominations
Culture proposed an alternation to the structure of the new 
exec., suggesting we have a president who plays a high 
profile up-front role. Some people felt there had not been 
enough time allowed for sub-committees to discuss the structure 
of the executive and that this discussion should have happened 
prior to that of nominations. Sub-committees presented 
their nominations, but will go back to discuss the Presidency 
proposal, and at the next General Body meeting the positions 
and nominations will be further discussed. it should be 
remembered, however, that we don't want to make final 
decisions since that is what the AGM is supposed to be doing.

General
1. There is a concert on Sunday night at the Lux.
2. Geldenhuys booklets are ready
3. UDF movie tickets (fundraising) are available
4. We were told that one of the venues for school pupils 

writing matric is the Cape Corps.
5. The next General Body meeting will be held on 14 November 

at 8.00pm at the Rondebosch Congregational Church.



MINUTES of the 46th Meeting of the End Conscription Committee held on 

9th January , 1986.

PRESENT: UCT SRC, CAG, Koeberg Alert, Anglican BSR, UDF Observatory, 
UDF Claremont.

APOLQGIES: Quakers, WPCC, Women's Movement for Peace.

1. CORRESPONDENCE:
A number of very supportive letters from peace groups in Europe were read. An 
entire village of 800 people in Australia fasted in solidarity with the 
Troops Out Fast. Ivan has received some supportive letters following the fast.

2. MEDIA COUNCIL:
The arbitration with Media Council over the slanderous Rapport article has 
come to agreement. Rapport has undertaken to retract certain unsubstantiated 
remarks made against the ECC and give us a chance to state our case. This 
article would be agreed upon by both ECC and Rapport. JHB ECC are in charge 
of this process and will report back to us.

3. SUNDAY TIMES ADVERT:
ECC had taken a national decision to place an 1/4 page advert in the Sunday 
Times to coincide with the January call-up. Overall cost just over R4 000,00.
We would seek to present our case against conscription and call for alternatives 
to SADF service. Due to inadequate preparation, the draft for the advert was 
not satisfactory and the committee voted that the advert be cancelled.

4. ORGANISATIONAL REPORTS:
Koeberg Alert are holding a workshop on Saturday 181h January. Anglican BSR 
have passed a motion on cadets calling on all pastors to withdraw their 
children from school cadets programmes.

5. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:
i) Culture: A successful concert was held during December, with many school 

students attending. Plans for the film festival are progressing. Overall 
T-shirt sales have topped R4 000,00.

ii) Churches: A good response has been received to their recent pamplhet and 
poster, and a service for conscripts is planned for Sunday 12th at 7*00 pm 
at Ron Con, with testimonies from Peter Moll and Steve Hofmeyer.

iii) Schoo1s : The “Cadets Campaign" is to be held in the second and third weeks 
of the school term and a workshop on the campaign is taking place on 
Saturday 11th, 2.00 pm at Ivan's house,

iv) Media: Are putting out a poster and sticker for the call-up focus,
v) Contact: Have a lot of work coming up soon and are busy regrouping themselves.

6. NATIONAL CONFERENCE:
This is being held in Durban in the last weekend of January (starting Friday,
31st January). Subcomms must draw up reports for prior national circulation.
The agenda for the conference consists of:
i) area reports

ii) assessing our past year's activity
iii) looking to activities for the year ahead
iv) conceptual issues relating to our campaign work.



Reports will be finally pulled together at the national committee meeting 
the day before the conference begins. Cape Town may take 20 representatives 
and it is important for our organisational representatives to be present.

A pre-conference assessment workshop is planned for Sunday 19th, January at 
12.00 pm in St Michaels Church Hall, Observatory.

7. INFORMATION GROUP:
A group has been pulled together to assemble information on SADF activities. 
Ongoing work is needed, as well as preparing ourselves for presenting 
evidence to the UN.

8. CALL-UP ACTION:
The following activities have been planned: 
i) poster blitz on Thursday 9/1/86 and Sunday 12/1/86 

ii) pamphlet drives on Saturday 11/1/86 and Wednesday 15/1/86 
iii) a picket on Monday 13/1/86. Slogans are "Stop the Call-up" and "Let 

Conscripts Choose" 
iv) a press release is planned for Monday 13/1/86
v) the churches activities have been mentioned above

vi) Culture Comm have produced some January Call-up T-shirts 
vii) creative actions : *sand-castle building in "Stop the Call-up" T-shirts

at Clifton 4th beach, Sunday 12/1/86 at 9-00 am
*a "jog-in" along the Sea Point beachfront on Wednesday, 
15/1/86 at 6.00 pm. Meet at the Putt Putt course.

9. ALTERNATIVE SERVICE PROJECT:
A proposal drawn up by the Co-ordinating Committee was tabled (see document 
"Alternative Service Project - Campaign Proposal"). The following issues 
were raised in discussion:
i) What will be our gains during the project? Mass involvement was seen as 

a major gain, as well as carving out the area of alternative service for 
ourselves. See proposal,

ii) ECC's credibility in black areas and the danger of being perceived as a 
charity organisation. It was emphasised that we would be working 
together wi th the Crossroads community,

iii) We need a range of projects in which to involve people. The state of 
emergency could well rule out certain projects in black areas and we 
need to keep volunteers occupied. It is essential that they perceive 
their participation in the project as worthwhile,

iv) Cleaning up areas of the mountain was debated as a specific project - it 
was emphasised that this would take place in the context of other 
community-based projects,

v) The ideas for the project will be discussed with a range of community-based 
organisations like CAHAC, UWO, UDF and Western Cape Civic Association.

10. GENERAL:
i) The ECC tape "Forces Favourites" is nearly sold out.

ii) An open forum with Laurie and Pete on the overseas trip has been suggested,
iii) In future, badges and T-shirts will be sold from Rob's house (ph: ^5“5873).
iv) ECC needs to investigate the City Council's threatened ban on pamphleteering 

and should respond through Teleletters, Letters to the Editor and 
approaching community councillors.

Next ECC General Body Meeting on THURSDAY 23/1/86.

...................................... 23/1/86
src press uct
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MlNUTiiS OF THE th MEETING OF THE END CONSCIUPTION CAMPAIGN HELD ON 
THURSDAY 1G OCTOBER 19*6

Present: Black Sash; CAG; UDF Obs and Claremont; UDF Gardens; WPCC;
BSR; CRL; Koeberg Alert; Society of Friends and representatives 
of all sub-committees.

1. CAG requested a speaker from ECL for a lunchtime meeting on Fri 17 
about the Mozambican situation. Matthew was suggested and accepted.

2. An ECC member who recently received a visit from the security police 
recounted the experience. Among issues raised during the visit 
were the Arts Festival and ECC's relation to it; and personal 
motivation for joining ECC and current events such as sanctions.

Some discussion followed on how members should handle such possible 
situations. The overall feeling was that we should try and prepare 
ourselves, particularly in discussion within sub-comms, and we 
should remember that the only information one is obliged to provide 
in such a situation is your name and address. Discussion in smaller 
groups would probably allow for freer discussion of our response^ to 
similar situations, and equip us to try and handle them appropriately

3. Organisational report-backs:

* Gardens UDF reported on the series of lunchtime talks they have 
launched at St Georges Cathedral Hall. (The first talk was the 
first public UDF meeting in Cape Town since the S of E.)

* Obs/Claremont UDF invited ECC members to join their new branch 
structures.

* MERGE - a public meeting on the University to be addressed by 
Jakes Gerwel is being organised for Monday 20.

4. Sub-committee report-backs:
* CULTURE: have been discussing their relationship to the campaign 

and the cultural festival. They are working on a fanzine (sp?).

* MEDIA: are expanding rapidly. In the process of circulating 
lists of media production to all sub-comms. Have just produced 
(and unveiled) a new designer t-shirt.

x CONTACT: Are working on the Advice Bureau Open Forum for the 
~A November.*- Contact held its first house meeting.

* CHURCHES: is also expanding.

* SCHOOLS: is working with PAAG and another youth group, hoping 
to make contact with pupils through this work.

* CREATIVE ACTION: baked the Castle cake for ECC's birthday, 
and sold pieces of cake under the slogan, "Chow the castle - 
Happy Birthday ECC” .

* CAG: is in the process of consulting with organisations and 
individuals about becoming a campus ECC.



5. PFP YOUTH VOTE: Voting took place and the result was:
1 abstention; 1 against; and 8 for. The result will be conveyed 
by the executive to the PFP Youth, in a formal letter.

6. CAMPAIGN REPORT: The theme for the campaign is "WAR IS NO SOLUTION". 
The campaign .group has drawn up a comprehensive report on plans thus- 
far. The central action is to be a walk to an area affected by
Sa DF actions. The destination and planning of the walk is to be 
done in consultation with organisations in the area, through UDF.
The question of possible sponsorship for the walk was raised. Some 
discussion ensued around the likelihood of the walk being banned .- 
and this question is to be more thoroughly discussed. Other ideas 
for campaign activities include a symposium (lunchtime talks); a 
mass rally; peace/mothers' picnic; peace wall and media etc.
If possible, the focus of the campaign would be on a specific town
ship, to raise the issues in a concrete way, linked to conditions 
in the area concerned. ni i ^ith;

In discussion on the report back, everyone was asked to look for 
walls for murals. The question of applying for permission for the 
walk was raised, as was the issue of 'protection' for participants. 
These questions will be discussed in depth by the campaign group 
and reported back, to the next G£.

7. AGM/EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS: A report on the electoral process and an 
executive report were tabled, detailing the procedure for discussion 
up until, the AGM on 27/11/86. Any amendments to the executive 
structure to be proposed by next Thursday to the Executive.

8. NATIONAL PAMPHLETS: Distribution lists to go through sub-comms. 
Organisations are encouraged to assist in distribution through own 
channels.

9* ORGANISATIONAL FORUM: This idea was suggested by Contact as a monthly 
get-together for ECC organisations. Feedback was invited and it wa 
generally thought to be a good idea. The first is to take place on 
Friday 24 and will discuss the campaign.

10. STELLENBOSCH COURT INTERDICT: Stellenbosch ECC is taking the univ- 
ersity administration to court about its banning from the campus.
It was agreed that this was a useful move, provided the funds are 
available for the court action.r,

• DOMINIC SOUCHON: Anyone interested in working on support group for 
Com to contact Penny. Everyone was reminded to write letters as he 
can now receive as many letters as we write. V

12. IVAN: has been invited to speak in Durban at a fundraising dinner 
for ECC's birthday. It was agreed that he should go.

13. JANET CHERRY: Appeal for financial assistance to help her family to 
go and visit her. Contributions to Alastair.

14. General/Any Other Business:
"* ^ report was handed out on the office/office worker. To be dis

cussed by all sub-comms and the question of the definition of the 
job to be discussed further later.
Dad's Army - many people receiving call yip papers. The question 
of how to respond was discussed and a combined Advice Bureau Open 
Forum on Dad's Army too was suggested. It was also suggested that 
the parents group might look at issue and house meetings on it.

* On finances, we were all exhorted to be careful in our spending, 
and to be thorough in our records thereof.
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<a- -,~ c\^e^ fvv-c-ê 'k .̂ oo\Vv> P̂ q V̂ -̂Jo ~=a WiiA«a< Vo'5'CG( sâ\.vjii£ i+-̂j t $cvj( 
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^̂ VKigv̂ vK', Ĉ NOvV U£Aj 'T'lciîiv--. <S-w\C^O^ ̂ 'dfr-'̂-otO — 'T«̂ >
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- J S S O ^
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«*, C^>~> fĉ Voo cXjip'C*-̂

*
«o rvve^-V-vv-*?^ - \ V w^pU^- 

<s - A 62̂  ^eOe3foe>%i
o irrvoJ\>\

^  {ss’'<Wc»Bo. - f\£>— |  ̂ 'jxAOŜ e
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^  - l y  9-3^a-^K.oo-g> C^crx^^sjx-ZS-

1) £ & J
%) S ’ C  -6-rTN̂ q ^ ^

<V) \vvOi^ KViJr^yoSL__L^.Crs\c^£iJ2_.
— ojc '$~'<t_ \x.CJL- (* rrr-ĵ .'.̂ JK̂ W P . vjt\ ^tvcx«<J-Vv^ <ijJ.\-. rex WO^OA.



Ctt-n (oAiuJKoc vjjooJA. ir<S-^_ ci-oo-̂ ?-axr <^£^£**2^ 0 2 .

^  VxJOO-̂ -<̂ - V'O-0*0-0 OJOL. V^-COc v_o€L- 3sXj *< 'tJz.Cj—  i_ordiJL 
J^-Ou^ V\^50 r^oA. VO S><5_
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—  6^^  ̂ Sb^yyiJ^ ^ cVjtH_c^_^J^_o

~ OCN<Uij-Y-Xi?v ^P-^C^CS^x^ ti_oA_ C-O ~



t W > .  d-jr\ \<yaxx ’. V^-sOc 'ZOi ccrtNXjuOM-a-fc ^ s t u ^ c x ^  crc\ Lx}^? - ir^c. 
^rrcr^cx^ cU}-^^O^c^n> \j* Cn>u . ^  '^ox, ^
LoTOCSL XO ^  CynDW^ CLfcU^ V̂ <2_ v.<̂ Q_CX_ Ĉ Ĉ -C } VO-X^TNQ^ v_̂ 3-xXi_OQ
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ECC NATIONAL COUNCIL
*

DATES: Friday 31 January to Sunday 2 February 

VENUE: Natal

NUMBERS: Between 5 and 20 From each ECC region

PROCESS

1. .This agenda was drawn up on the basis oF comments received From

regions, Following a provisional agenda circulated by Laurie 

on 10 November

2.Reports indie ated by a star (*) should be circulated to al I regions

to be received NO LATER THAN 21 JANUARY. This will allow 10
/

days For regions to copy and circulate all reports to regional 

delegates and For these to be worked through. Pre-conFerence dis

cussion oF reports wi I I be vital to our successFul ly working through 

a tight agenda.

3.Besides assessing ECC work during I985r regions should thoroughly 

equip themselves with regard to sections C and D oF the agenda

- Direction and Planning, and National Pol icy and Conceptual 

Discussion. A Framework For discussion Follows.

4. A number oF regions suggested that regional reports need to be 

integrated with the ' state oF struggle' discussion and the 

section on the role oF the SADF . An understanding oF both these 

areas wi I I also assist our discussion on our Future direction. 

Research into the role oF the SADF wi I I Furthermore provide part 

oF the basis For our report to the UN. Each region should prepare



a report on both these areas, focussing specifically on the 

situation at a regional level, lhis will then be pulled together 

at the National Committee meeting.

5. The final detai Is of the agenda, as we I I as the process and form of the 

conference will be sorted out at the National Committee meeting 

on 31 January.

A G E N D A

A ^ N A T I O N A L  STRUCTURES AND CO-ORDINATION

t. National Press - Report* and Assessment

2. InternationaI Liaison - Report* and assessment, including 

discussion on I nternationaI Tours.

3. Nationsal Committee - Report and assessment of national
i

co-ord i nat i on

4. National Finances - Report* and discussion of new financial 

system.

5. National Organiser - Report*, assessment, 1986 job definition 

and appointment.

0  6. National Office and Secretary - Function of national office, 

job definition and appointment of National Secretary.

7. Regional part-time workers - discussion and ratificaton.

B. REGIONAL ASSESSMENT

1. State of Struggle

2. Role and activities of the SADF

3. Annual regional reports*.

4. I nter-regionaI sub-committee discussions.



DIRECTION AND PLANNING 

t. Broad direction for 1986

2. Alternative service National action - regional report and 

national discussion.

3. July call-up action 

4 1986 Festival?

5. Film Fest i vaI

6. ECC Record

7. UN Year of Peace

8. Research into role and functions of SADF

9. C.O., the law and Geldenhuys report.

NATIONAL POLICY AND CONCEPTUAL DISCUSSION

1. State and right-wing attacks on ECC, including the implications 

for us, our public response, our legal action and our level

of security. There wi II also be a short report on the Media 

Council hearings.

2. ECC as a front and an organisation

3. ECC and the PFP Youth

4. ECC as a single-issue campaign.

GUIDELINES FOR DISCUSSION

SECTION A

SeIf-expIanatory

SECTION B

See Point 4 under 'Process'. The intention will be to understand 

the political and military context in which we work, and then 

to evaluate our progress. The section on State of Struggle 

should cover general political developments in both the white



and black communities, as well as developments within particular
%

constituencies - eg. the Church. Regional developments which 

have a bearing on the national situation will be extremely 

important, eg. the activities of Inkatha.

The section on the SADF should include a summary of both its 

mi I itary and non-mi I itary activities in particular regions; the 

effect of both the presence of the SADF in townships, and its 

withdrawal from certain townships; and any concrete feedback 

on the attitudes of conscripts.

The basis for the inter-regionaI sub-committee discussions wi I I 

be provided in the Regional Reports.

SECTION C

Crucial here is point 1 - our broad direction for 1986. Issues 

to consider when discussiog this question:-

1. How to broaden our work within the white community

2. ECC's work within the Afrikaans constituency

3. ECC's work in the black community, including the relationship 

with black organisations.

4. Ways of reaching individual conscripts (accepting the position 

we reached at the July conference).

5. The best tactics in the light of continued State of Emergency 

and possible state action against ECC

The rest of Section C is fairly self-explanatory, although

Point 4 may need prior discussion: Do we need a festival this year



SECTION D

The focus of discussion on Point 2 should be on how to maintain 

and develop the front, with the intention being to generalize 

lessons learnt in the individual regions.

The discussion on the PFP is an 'optional extra', with some 

reg ions feeling that there is no need to discuss it at all. There 

has been general agreement that if it is discussed, the intention 

will not be to reach national policy, but rather to understand 

the different regional positions.

Point 4 is also an 'optional extra', ajthough it seems to have taken 

on increasing importance - for example, how does o.ur exi stance as 

a single-issue campaign influence our participation on bodies 

such as 'Concerned Citizens'(JHB) or the '23 Organisations'(CT).

Also - what does it mean for the criteria of membership of ECC.

There has been a suggestion that we formulate national criteria.

** Please contact me as soon as you receive this with any 

initial c o mments.

Good luck with the work.

Michael Evans (Ph. 021 47-7407 A/H)



I^<^e3r=b ( I W ^ v v k x  ̂ o\Tc\,

r\\oxa- ^3R-n2_ a  r\^\rA^jr c 5 ^  V s ^ u < ^ ^ x ^ ^ v O \ ^ \ Q j ^  O ^ W c _ V  

- V o  \ ^ q _  ^ ^ u i i ^ A v  ^ 5 ^  aLsr'fe.\>ss=̂  Cxj^t c^€~ " ^ K ^  

I r ^ ^ -  W . C .  'j\N°£^fx \npv^ T T  ^ V t ^ v ^ \ S \  u j ^  c v
l > c k  C ^ Q  V ^ R -  v>/\ c C ^ C O l ^ v N ^

U ' ^ s ^ e _ ^ - < ^  " V  “W ^ L _ ,  G 2 >'I\c A v v 4 o u \ĉ
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O ^ ^ n C J S ^  ^ T N O V 3 ^ ^  < 3 > g iK  \ o c ^ ^ T

^ 2 i S  <c j ^ v ^ > V  \  o Q -  e j f c s S N

^ s N y

^ ^ < 2 _  CvSTo^ ^ \ vnA T w s c v  O v 3 ^  C^Q" ^ K 5 ^ _

e ^ 5 \ ^ e ^ y ^ _  A ^ V 3 X  ^ Q l

< > o o j v  ^ - S  \ s >  ^ W o o ^ ^ w  cxk~^js\^» 

^  ~ £ v o > \ N \  ^ n q l >Tn\  .

\ J ^  ^ r s -  •. . •

O ^  ) ^ e _  .
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::iITUT3S of the 47th Ifeetinr ox the End Conscription Committee held on 
23rd January 1986.
PRESENT: Civil Rights League, Claremont UDF, hardens UD7, .Anglican 

SHservatory UDP, Koeberg Alert.
AP0L0G-I5S: \7?CC.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Cornelia Sullen-Smith writes from Europe where she i-eceived our 
newsletter, and gives great encouragement.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS;TiT Srchools
They were engaged in the Cadets campaign (discussed later).
(ii) Churches
They are producing a pamphlet in conjunction with Johannesburg on 
Christian Action.
(iii) Media
They are planning a skills workshop for after the Cadets campaign.
They have produced a school timetable fox' this campaign, as well as a 
banner to be made in conjunction with high school pupils.
(iv) Culture
James is the new chair. Hew T-shirts are being prepared for the 
national conference. The Baxter has approved a cultural evening 
during the ECC film festival as well as a -oho to graphic exhibition.
HAROLD WINKLER:
n: rold i'/inkler has recently come to Cape Town from Johannesburg BCG.
He fasted for three weeks during the 'Troops Out' fast last year. As 
a conscientious objector he has been rejected by the Board, but has 
been given 6 months* deferment of service, './e are very pleased to 
have Harold with us and wish him strength for the time ahead.
?AI:?HL5T BAH:
She City Council is considering a ban on all handbill distribution 
due to the littering problem,which would severely restrict our 
campaign work. In conjunction with other organisations we are 
(a) writing to the council and the papers, (b) ^honing through 
Teleletters, (c) approaching councillors and (d) asking our member 
organisations to take up this issue as well as (e) approaching 
certain -prominent individuals to exert whatever pressure they can. 
Suggested alternatives to the Council's br.n were:

-banning commercial handbills only 
-instituting a fining system for littering 
-embarking on a clean-up campaign 
-using anti-litter slogans on our pamphlets 
-handing pamphlets into peoples' hands, not leaving them 
lying around

NATIONAL CONFERENCE: (31st January to 2nd February 1986.)
(i) Arrangements:
Two combis are booked from Thursday noon to Tuesday morning. They 
leave from the Observatory parking-lot at 8 pm on 'Thursday.
Travelling costs have been divided between centres and amount to R20 
per person. Additional contributions for petrol are welcome. The 
venue is a priory near Umhlajiga. 3ring bedding.
(ii) Cultural evening:
Saturday night has been kept free and people are invited to put on 
ctiltural activities for those not otherwise engaged.



(iii) Research:
This is currently very weak in ECC generally. '7e need 2 people to 
pull a report together using "facts and reports" data for a 15 min. 
input on the 3ADF in Southern Africa. Mathew and Cosima volunteered.

(iv) Report:
The Cape Town report consists of (a) a chronology of our year’s 
activities, (b) minutes of our assessment workshop, (c) subcommittee 
reports, (d) the alternative service project report, (e) the Cadets 
campaign report.

(v) National Publi c at i on:
The idea of a. national ECC publication to fill the space of Objector 
has been raised and will be discussed at NC. It would provide a broad 
perspective on the SADF’s role. It was suggested tha.t the publication 
be init {ally housed in Cape Town, using media people not currently 
working in ECO, and that we set the basis for a later rotation of 
production amongst our centres.

SECRET-iRY:
'7e~ have interviewed 4 very good candidates, and Paula H a t h o m  has 
been finally chosen to fill this position. Among her good points was 
her public relations experience; her bad point was that she is on 
the Executive.

LOCAL OFFICE:
A very suitable renova.ted suite of four offices at the corner of Main 
and Bowden roads in Observatory, has been found. It costs R550 per 
month. It is central, presentable and comfortable, but we need 3 
other organisations to share it with us.

ALTERNATIVE SERVICE PROJECT:
(ij Negotiations have begun with community organisations, and the 
limited feedback we have received is positive.

(ii) The film festiva.1 is occurring simultaneously, but no clash of 
interests is anticipated. (The Troops Out campaign and art 
exhibition set a precedent.)

(iii) The next planning meeting is on Sunday the 26 th of January 
at 7 pm at 30 Malleson Rd.

(iv) Negotiations concerning the maternity wing at 3ACLA clinic are 
delicate, a.nd we mustn’t rely on this as our major project. Large 
funds are available for it, though. Feedback from the Observatory 
UDF area committee was that the projects should be fully non-racial, 
that environmental projects were a good idea, and tha.t to farm 
neople out to various organisations for the project would dissipate 
the'focus of the campaign and was therefore a bad idea. The question 
of non-racialism was" pointed out to be a serious discussion needing 
careful consideration and was sent to the coordinating committee for 
decisi on.

Other projects included a research project aimed at helping 
community organisations give statistical backing to their demands 
for facilities. Schools and SRCs in the townships were suggested.

CADETS CAMPAIGN:
'This campaign is currently under way, coinciding with the first few 
weeks of school. Its themes are intended to link militarization as 
it occurs in school with the broader processes affecting 3.A. 
nationally; it is being pointed out that cadets programmes are not 
compulsory for pupils. A number of ECC front organisations have been 
involved. The programme includes:

Tuesday 2o/I: Women’s Movement for Peace hold meeting.
Wednesday 29/1 s Pamphlet distribution to schools.
Saturday 1/2: Banner and -possibly mural.



Wednesday 5/2: .mother pamphlet. 4:30 PAAG meeting.
Thursday 6/2: Possible open foram.

UDASA, PA.G and Sash are releasing a joint statement.

-Media committee have produced a timetable and sticker and are 
thinking about making a screen for the cultural day.
—Culture committee are liasing with the caRroaign coordinators 
for a cultural evening on Friday 7th February.

A pupil is committing himself to objecting to cadets on moral and 
po3-itical grounds, and may be joined by other pupils.

(i) liar got is typing Laurie's report on the overseas trip—  29 
handwritten -pages!
(ii) Those interested in working on the military research group 
must phone Mathew at 655868.
(iii) A few instances of right-wing harassment have been reported—  
all such occurrences must be reported to Paula to aid us with 
monitoring such conditions.
(iv) Security arrangements have been made in case of crisis—  please 
ask the Executive for details.
(v) Creative action: another meeting to arrange even more exciting 
stunts has been set for Saturday the 8th of February at 4 pm at 3! 
Bowden Ad.

The next General Body Meeting is on Thursday the 13th of February 
(every 2nd and 4th Thursday in the month).
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