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The difference between what Botha says and does
Regarding the visit to your country 

by T. W. Hotha, leader of the 
Nationalist Party  and prim e minis­
ter o f apartheid South A fn ra , we 
write to you on hehalf o f  the United 
Democratic Front, a grouping o f 
some 600 political, civic, women's, 
youth, worker, student, religious and 
sporting bodies, represent ing South 
Africans o f all race*. formed last 
August to oppose the new constitu­
tion and the Koornhof laws.

Mr Botha’s visit cornea at a time 
whan the apartheid governm ent is 
seeking to portray itse lf ss an 
instrument of reform, moderation, 
und peace. To  confirm this im>K« of 
peacemaker. M r Hotha will rome 
armed with the new constitution in 
one hand and the Nkom ati Peace 
Accord in the other. H e will even 
have lunch with Mr* Thatcher, a 
move that w ill clearly reinforce the 
nejy image the apartheid govern­
ment s»eks to present

W e know however that the major­
ity o f  Hntiah citizena at And opposed 
to rnciam, segregation, the homeland

svstem, detentions and torture, low 
wages, forced resettlem ent, and the 

' I r s t  ruction o f homea and families. 
W e  know, too, and are strengthened 
by, their support for our struggle for 
a united, democratic, and non-rscial 
youth Africa.

Rut perhaps there are those who 
believe the apartheid governm ent is 
chang ing  and that, w ith  more en­
couragement and leas criticism, it 
will rliange faster. W e here in South 
Afr ica  would like to state very 
c lear ly  snd firm ly that this is a 
mistaken belief.

Mr Botha's governm ent haa begun 
to leconstruct the traditional system 
of apartheid, not because o f a sudden 
change o f heart or burst o f  enlighten­
ment, but becauae o f the determ ined 
struggles o f  the m ajority o f demo­
cratic South Africans.

T h e  new constitution and related 
legmlation do not sign ify a “ step in 
the right direction” as some have 
claimed. Quite simply, the new 
constitution is based on the very 
pillars o f apartheid: the pass laws,

the homelsnds, and the Group Areas 
Act. A ll that the new constitution 
does is reinforce these measures by 
presenting a more acceptable image 
to the world.

So we in South Africa ask that 
when you see a few blsck faces in the 
Springbok rugby team, or sitting in 
the tricameral parliament next Sep­
tember, take a second look at the 
realities behind the imsge. Look st 
the security legislstion with its 
detentions and bannings; look at the 
closure o f black schools in Pretoria 
after the protests o f black schoolchil­
dren against the hated Bantu educa­
tion system; look at the mass 
removals o f black people from urban 
areas, and at the starvation and 
destruction that accompany such 
actions.

O r better still, ask the English 
rugby team, currently touring our 
country, what they feel about the low 
wages paid to the black workerftirho 
attended to them in their hotels; the 
segregated beaches they visited; the 
Liquor Act that stopped them from
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entertain ing black athletes in all but 
special international hotels.

M r Botha w ill o f course 1*11 you 
that he wants peace. But what he 
says snd w hat he and his govern­
ment do are tw o-d iffe ren t things. 
Behind the “peace" o f Nkom ati lies 
the full m igh t o f the 8outh African 
Defence Force. Behind the “process o f 
reform ” lies the full m ight of the 
Internal Security Act.

W e in the U D F  also want peace, 
but we know that until such a time 
that all South Africans rah elect a 
(tingle, democratic and non-racial 
governm ent, there can be no peace in 
our land.

W e therefore look to the people o f 
Britain to tell M r Botha in no 
uncertain term s what you think o f 
his policies.
, W e ask them  to join us in stopping 
the fo n »d  removal o f more than 
40,000 peop le from Crossroads, 
Capetown. W e ask them to join us in 
cam p a ign in g  for the righ t to 
organise; for the right to hold open- 
a ir m eetings; for the right to enter

African township* without permit*. 
W e ask them to ohaerve the forth­
com ing “ elections' for the so-called 
Coloured and Indian people in A u ­
gust. where the U D F has called a 
nationwide boycott by all those 
eligible to vote. ,

W e ask them to stand with us in 
calling for the release o f Nelson 
Mandela, W alter Sisulu. and ell 
other South African leaders who are 
spending their twentieth year in 
gaol. It is only when these patriot* 
are released, and are joined by thoee 
South' Africans to whom Britain ha* 
given  refuge, that we here in South 
A frica can begin to look forward to 
the day when a prime minister 
representing all South Africans will 
be able to viait your country.

M. L eko ta ,
P . M ole fe ,
United Democratic Front. 
PO  Bos 10366, 
Johannesburg.
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