and the whites in general. Ilhey restricted the movement of the African
from place to place, and, therefore, his bargaining power with his labour.
The African, in pass bearing Provinces, may not remain we—) for more
than twelve days In the same area for purpose of seeking employment. |If
he remains he is liable to arrest subject to conviction with seven days

or 10/— fine or more as the case may be. |If he goes to gaol, he is stamped
as a criminal as few prospective employers will believe his storty that his
gaol terra was for contravention. He may be ordered to go to another area
to seek employment. Having no money, he may decided to put into practice
some of the lessons he learnt while in contact with real criminals in gaol
or in cells before trial. He tries to "live on his wits" and may find this
more profitable than honest work. The State law for "Natives only*™* has
made a criminal of him and he develops a sense of grievance and anti—State
attitudes and becomes anti—social in outlook.

A pass bearing African is no employee in the terms of the Industrial
Conciliation Act and as a result his trede Union cannot be registered. If
he strikes,he can be prosecuted. He is being constantly harassed and em-
barassed by the police who may stop and ask him for his pass which he must
have in his person at all times. Failure to produce the document there and
then is a criminal offfcnce for which he is arrested and charged before a
magistrate even though he may have had his pass in a coat at home, or at
his place of employment. Many Africans have been assaulted or even shot and
woHndec arising outt,of disputes and arrests for passes.

These passes are demanded at the Railway station so that many Africans have
been left by long distance trains only because one had forgotten a pass at
home,while Itoropeans, Chinese, Indians and others are not called upon to
produce such documents.

Arguments were advanced that the passes were necessary to prevent
crimes committed by Africans, to protect Af-Ilcans in their contracts with
employers. We pointed out that criminals are always provided with passes
so that they may meet the police without fear of suspicion. On the sugges-
tion of identifying the Af-—ican and protecting his contract of service, we
argued that this, to us, indicates that either the Eursppan employers in the
O.F.S. and the Transvaal are dishonest with regard to their contracts with
Africans or we, the Africans of tltlsse provinces, are stupid of inferior
intelligence to Africans in the Cape or Natal where no contract of service -
identity pass and special pass are necessary.

We illustrated that a Xosa can walk from Umzukulu to Cape Town without
being lost. An African in Natal or in the Cape requires a pass only on
leaving or on entering these Provinces.

If the passes are of any value against crimes of honouring contract'
of service or _crimes In general, the Government in iustifiratlon of the pass
laws should first establish that there is more crimfe in the non-—pass

bearing provinces.

As for a single identification certificate euphoniously referred to
as a pass—port, we replied that It was obselete because it was recommend by
the Interdepartmental Committee in 1920 as being suitable for that generation,
This is another generation and progress has been made. So far as using
single certificate as a passport, the Africans, we declared, are not prepared
to carry passports in their own home country while other South Africans do

not carry such a passport.

We are prepared to carry our passports if and when we must travel
abroad.

To us it seemsfudging from the convictions under Pass Laws, 87566
and 101,309 men in 1938 and 1939 respectively, that the pass laws are to
be classed among the factories of crime among the many such factories created
in South African by the Union Government ’Native Affairs’. The Pass Laws
administration takes taluable time of both Police and Magistrates leading
3. tol......



to mass arrests, mass trials and iiievltable miscarriage of justice resulting
in a contemptuous attitude on the part of the officers of Justice towards
the African as a moral being and a feeling of despair on the part of the
African to expect blind justice and fair play in the hands of the police
and many magistrates in lower courts.

The exemption, so-called, we pointed out was no exemption at all it
was another form of special pass. The bearer of the special pass was sub-
jected to the same indignities as those who car”™y contracts of service and
other types of specials. He may be stopped anywhere and everywhere by any
policeman even if it is merely to annoy him. They may and do demand it.
If he does not have it on his person, he is subject toarrest and liable to
a fine and/or imprisonment like any other African.

As an instrument of identification, the exemption is the most ridi-
culous and stupid document. It merely has one's tame, no address and does
not even identify the baseer froa any one else.

To any fairminded and honest person of any race except as an instru-
ment of exploitation, repression, and humiliation, and a source of revenue,
the pass laws serve no good purpose either to European or African nor to
employer or employee.

Much abuse has been perpetrated under the guise of enforcing the
Pass Laws.

Congress stands for the total abolition of pass laws in all forms
as a gesture towards regaining the confidence of the African in the justice
of the whiteman “towards him.

After all the arguments in favour of the Pass Laws had failed, the
Deputy Prime Minister declared that the figures we gave haunted him more than
any other argument and that he believed that the pass laws where the cause
of more ill-feeling between European and Africans than anything else he knew
of. He asked for suggestions for methods of abolition without arousing sIm
adverse Jiiropean public opinion. He promised to write a memorandum on the
Pass Laws for its consideration by General Smuts and the Cabinet.

We must from now on organise our people everywhere and educate them
about the evils of this discriminating and humiliating legislation and fieht
for their abolition.

I am sure we gan count upon the support of all sincere, honest and
fairminded whites.



of Amy Service and the African”™ Representation; Land," Education,*
Wages and Recognition and Registration of African Trade Unions; the
Mative Administration Act and the Pass Laws."

Communications were sent to both the ministers accordingly, by
the writer, and a reply came through Mr. D.L.Smit, Secretary for Native
Affairs, as follows:—

"General Smuts has akked me to inform you that, owing to the
onerous burdens cast upon him by reason of the war, it will
unfortunately not be possible for him to receive you
personally but he has asked Colonel Reitz, In his capacity
as Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Native Affairs to

meet the deputation.”

"l have discussed the matter with ay Minister and he has fixed
10 a.m., Wednesday 4th March, 1942, as the date upon which
the interview should take place.”

At 10 a.m. on March 4th., 1942, the African National Congress
deputation composed of the following members:—

(1) Mr. R.H. Godlo M.R.C., President - Advisory Boards Congress
and Advisor on Urban Affairs, African National Congress*

(2) Mr. Z.K.Matthews M.A. LL.B., President — African Teachers’
Federation and Advisor on Education, African National
.Congress. Alice, C.P»

(3) Mr. T.M.Mapikela M.R.C., President — O.F.S. African Congress,
and Vlee President, African National Congress”®

(4) Mr. S.J.SIlllo M.R.C.,(Durban) Secretary Ifatil Native
Congress and Advisor on Social Welfare, Afrlean National
Congress”

(5) Rev. Jas. Calata (Cradock) Secretary-General, Afrlean
National Congress”®

(6) Mr. R.G.Baloyi M.R.C. (Johannesburg) Treasurer—General
African National Congress”®

(7) Mr. i"amata M.R.C., aeaber of the Bhunga, Transkein Territo-
ries. (Cala);

(8) Mr. D.Gosani, Secretary Non—European Council of Trade
Unions. (Johannesburg);

Bet the Deputy Priae Minister, with some heads of State Departaents, and
soae aeabers of Salt's Coaalttee which recently enquired into the
Econoalc conditions of the African people.

The European Representatives of Africans In Parliaaent attended
as spectators.

We sat froa 10 o’clock a.a. until about 6 P.M. breaking up only
for lunch.

We discussed Native Land Policy,* Representation under the
’Representation of Natives Act’* "Native Education"”; Social Welfare
and the African; Training and employaent of Africans in public Adainis—
tration; African wages; Recognition and Registration of African Trade
Unions by the Labour Department under the Industrial Conciliation Act/
“the economic use of African manpower; Some Location problems and disa-
bilities; the Native Administration Act; the Pass laws and the African

and Military Service.

It wist JMselear”rTt31 my”~read”rs jfehat I>—i1'S a formidable
task to condense/a fti'll/frorking da/’s discussion™Into 1500 wor.djs.

3. LAND POLICY/
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LAND POLICY

On Land Policy we pointed out that neither the Natives* Land Act
of 1913 nor the Native Land and Trust Amendment Act, 1936"<ver inten”git*
to solve or satisfy the African’'s land hunger. The provision and policy
of these Acts seea t= have caused less land available for the lawful
occupation by African people in rural areas than was available before
the passing of the Original Act. A siailar situation for urban Africans
has been created by the Natives Urban Areas Act, 1923, and its aaendments.
We called attention to extreae overcrowding in the so—called reserves.
Por exaaple, in areas like the Transkei about half the population is
landless,and contrary to popular and unsympathetic official opinion,have
no root with their faailies Iin the land but depend on wages earned away
froa hoae, and are aere sfuatters in these areas. In the Ciskei conditions
aeeaed to be so much worse that,as | aas told froa reliable sources, when
they\Chief Native Commissioner received the applications for released
land, he aade no allotteWfV>ro any applicant, stating that he was embarassed
because there were aany tiaes aore applicants than available land. This
seeas to be alaost a common experience**/

Besides”™ under the policy of the Trust Land, landless people may not
squat as in“eserves. The allotmentsin both are not sufficient for all
faaily needs so that even owners of plots of land in African territories
aust suppleaent their produce with wages away froa hoae. Only tax—payers
aay acquire land on Trust land.

The Trust.we pointed out, was bought generally at highly inflated
prices withou”improvements justifying such prices. Besides, In certain
areas, the seller was allowed to remain for varying periods up to a year,
thus having an opportunity to plow and reap a crop on Trust land, besides
getting the huge apparently anearned price.

This point drew heat from the Secretary tt Native Affairs who point-
ed out that everything was being done to make adjustaents in certain N
We were, however, not convinced as the faras referred to seem to be excep-
tions rather than the

The whole policy we eaphasised drove the people to towns. And we
further observed; no land policy with increasing industrialisation could
prevent Africans>like other races the world over~froa moving into towns
to become permanent dwellers and workers#nd to us ,this was not an un-
desirable and unnatural trend. We, therefore, recommended for adequate
land aade available for purchase and/or leasing by Africans with Land
Bank facilities for Africans to improve such lands*x™A/

Por industrialised and urban Africans, we urged for better wages and
free—hold title to land and ndar the areas where people are earning their
living so that African faailies may be kept together for wholesome social
and moral reasons.

REPRESENTATION " UNDER THE REPRESENTATION OF NATIVES AfiT*.

Tinder this Act we found, except in the Cape Province, that the peo-
ple who should be qualified to vote under democratic conditions, such as
professional men, ministers, teachers, clerks, property owners, business
men and taxpayers, or contributors to State coffers, were not eligible
to cast their individual votes. Besides, we have sixteen Africans aembers
of thejKfctive Representative Council standing for about seven million peo-
ple, dne Senator representing the Transvaal and Orange Free State, another
representing the whole province of Natal. The two Senators represent
between them about four million Africans.

The resolution of the deliberations of the Native Representative
Council do not seem even to catch the attention of Parliament.

Taking 1t all in all we cannot help calling this Act the "Mis—Repre

sentation of Natives *ActW _



We, therefore, recowended that there should lie delimitation
of smaller constituencies so that there may be more representatires
who «ay and can contact members of their constituencies; all qualified
persons as mentioned above, including every poll tax—payer*. (even though
we are against the present form of African taxation) should nominate
candidates and cast individual votes in place of this present communsal
vote which is exercised, by Chiefs in rural areas, apparently likely to
be under the influence of certain European Native Commissioners in some
areas in favour of certain candidates,and, Advisory Boards,in urban areas
some of whom do not always seem free from influence of Location Superin- J
tendents some of these Advisory Board members being Council nominees*

Finally, we recommended statutory powers for the Native Represen-
tative Council.

The last recommendation seems to have created a little excitement
from Government representstlves who feared the creation of another Par-
liament.

While we could—say what limitation of these powers”we allayed the

fears of all concerned by saying as dthey may deal with th”~funds of the
South African Trust Funds and questions that are of Africans purely and

simply, IJt such questions do exist.

SOCIAL WELFARE.

We pressed,on principle, for the application of full benefits of
Social legislation to the Africans according to the human needs of the
Individual and not on racial or colour basis. We urged the extension of
the benefits of the Children’s Act to African children, the application of
Disablemen}\,' Blind pensions and Old age pensions to Africans.

When we asked why the regulations under the Children’s Act dis-
criminated against African children, we were told that it was the policy
of the Department of Social Welfare not to give the indigent African child
more than he would receive on the basis oiTfather’s wages of about three
pounds (£3)i*)We then asked if At was not a fact that the Honourable the
Deputy Prime Minister had stated publicly that the African lived below the
bread line. This eelng admitted, we were anxious to know whether then the
policy was a deliberate attempt din the part of the Government to keep the
Africans below the bread line. What had the essential and physiological
requirements of an African child to do with a State policy which was morally

ethically and scientifically unsound.

It was admitted that this was a matter for careful review by the
authorities.

We asked for better facilities of all desirable types of education
for African children for discipline and outlets for employment of African
Juweniles to prevent delinquency and vagrancy.

We urged for the training of African Social workers with facilities
of such training being provided at Fort Hare College as a

($) Besides, we were told that”lt ,waé&.the “»tentlon of the department not
to take away the urg”~to go”~rt~ro'work for her child.
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BANTU MEN’”S SOCIAL CENTRE.

Phone 33-8110, P.O. Box 4767,

JOHANNESBURG.
6th March 1942,

NOTICE OF MEETING.

Dear Sir,

The next Ordinary meeting of the Executive Committee
of the Bantu Men's Social Centre, will be held in the Committee
Room on Thursday IEtTiMarch'j At 51P.M.

Flease nalZel a special effort to—attend, '

Yours Faithfully,

JULIUS G. MALIE.

AGENDA.
IT Minutes.
2. Apologies.
3. Matters Arising Out of Minutes.
4. House Committee Report,
5. Report of Show (16th December)
6. Suggestions to Executive Committee,
7. Kitchen Report,
8. New Members.
9. General,

N.B. AIll African members of the Executive Committee, aswell
as those European members who will find it possible

are requested to attend a Meeting of the House Committee,
on Wednesday 11th March, 1942, At 5,P.M.



MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY FOOTWEAR
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DIRECTORS : POR.T ELI ZABETH

J. NEIL BOSS

S OUTH jwaoA FHI C A

N. BOSS
P.O. BOX 3033. NORTH END, PORT ELIZABETH
6th March, 1942.

Dr. A. B. Xuma,
85 Toby Street,
SOPHIATOM.
JOHANNESBURG. a /

My dear Dr. Xuma,

I do very much appreciate your kindness in replying so
fully to my letter which you received some little while ago, and | further
appreciate more than | can say, your offer to axsist me in connection with
my campaign.

I am looking forward to receiving the further information
which you have promised to send, after investigation.

The request to allow myself to be nominated, | think has been
the outcome of my little efforts on behalf of the African Child Welfare and
Benevolent Society of this City, as President, apart from the fact that | have
very vigorously for many years past, put up a fairly strenuous fight for better
wage conditions for the Bantu, to say nothing of a general fight for all
sections of the Non-European community. I have, in and out of Conference
connected with our Industry, battled very hard for a minimum wage of 30/-— for
the labourer, and | have even approached the Minister for Labour in connection
with this position.

I think 1 can lay claim to have rendered a modicum of service
to the under—-dog, and while | have never in any way asked, or expected, any
acknowledgment, apart from thanks, | have felt that perhaps | could render still
more service were | to secure political office.

Several of those apparently interested in me, have recently
been in the Transkei, and | think | may say | have been fairly generally

our brands. /discussed..
H WOMENS KIDDIES P TmKIDS
DOROTHY PERKINS STYLISTE ROMPAWAY MAIDY
JOHANNESBURG, P.O. BOX 7203. DURBAN, P.O. BOX 1421 o CI
CAPETOWN. P.O. BOX 1789 SHIRLEY LAFLEUR BONZA DEBUTETTE
MODISTE LORNA PAN

POMPADOUR



I fully appreciate that the vacancy is a Transkein one, and
that the final decision rests entirely with the Bunga. Personally, 1
have no desire to thrust myself on any community, but if it is felt that
my long experience in Industry and in Agriculture can be put to any
value, in the service of the larger Bantu community, | willingly offer it.

These therefore, are the only reasons which have prompted me
to allow—my name to be submitted as a prospective candidate.

If you have any further suggestion to make to me in connection
with the method of securing greater support, | should be delighted if you
could outline it in detail. I know you are an extremely busy man, and |
hesitated at the outset to call upon you, believing you do make great
sacrifices, which it is hardly right to impose upon you.



(Bffxtt of tje JEajjnr,

AbXjTthCT) Hantoar ban itte itargmmter,
lobattritBburg,

cH .—larch, 1942

Dear Sir
'SPRING—-BOKS.1 WE'RE WITH YOULl CAMPAIGN.
At the meeting held in the City Hall last

week the proposals made in connection with the above
campaign were well received and | am now making an aooeal

n"°t’ y°Ur earnest co-operation in obtaining supoort
from the memoers of your staff, It is suggested that
a ¢ support should be by way of monthly contributions
n! ir°~ salaries or cheques. To that end it would
vouveltlrr ?2U °b?alne” the services of two members of
who would act as

—>taif prgferably a lady and gentleman,
a Campaign Committee; They should make a personal canvas

staffSurs obtaining of support from every member of the

1 “hould like to stress the point that the
, | now leached a serious stage and those who remain
ehind can feel that they are doing their share on the
home front towards winning a life and death campaign.
To—u.ay sacrifices must be made by all and you will be
doing your share if you come to the aid of our Sprinboks

and inSth ndingfly® ~ and yOUr enPl°yees on land and sea
] Field—Marshal Smuts has said : "You
will feel that you are guarding the future of those

Itanfl?Lnm ? yih” pInS tO0 build ths one Sroat National Fund

stand behind the -Trornmvghy yggles flé't?gelgh%ﬁemvl\"/gF rilsecg\s/g%rlly

N aJ® ab”™®a ' MJ launch with dynamic enthusiasm Ghis great
SPRINGBOKb. WL RE WITH YOU" campaign Over 150 000 serving
Sen “ re”oo'SnftfvwnPn “ 2 °h” Sren lenient upon thosf

. ° y°u, 0 make “hls campaign a magnificent
success. Do this tasSk thoroughly for me - ~for the great
Fund for my boys and their families".

1 will arrange for your staff to be addressed

Sork will tfISp °f th®.GamPaign if you so desire, but this
n l:ake some tlme in view of the large field to be
covered I feel that there are still thousands who will

support this Fund if the position is only brought home to

enclosing a Staff Campaign Form which

PbO” bll18ed If yOU would circulate amongst your
m il ui® ®;L:forms wiH be supplied on reauest to
ielephone 34-7771 extension 9, or 34-2121,

i thank you in anticipation of your
co—operation and await a favourable reply.

Yours faithfully,

MAY 0 R
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S.J.J.Lesolang Esq.*

Vice President,

Transvaal MacthanaTeachers’ Association,
St* Augustine’s School,

Geduld I'ined,

P.O.DERSLEY.

Dear Mr. Lesolang,

I wish to express the appreciation of ray deputation for
the telegram the T,A.T.A. sent in support of the Deputation.

I believe that our efforts have been met with reasonable
success, and we have every reason to believe that the case of African
Education in general and the case of the teachers' financ4.il position
as well,i“ave received favourable consideration. It io quite possible
that the teachers will be put on Annual increments.

We must, however, await official decree iIn this matter.

I am hoping that in the near future arrangements might be
made for a public gathering either at the Bantu Men's Social Centre or
at the Ritz hall, when the Transvaal deputation of the National Congres
could make a public report, and the proceeds of such a gathering will
go to assist the African National Congress.

Yours sincerely,

PRESIDENT-GENERAL
AFRICAN NATI NAL
CONGREST.

ABX/pd,



C.S.Ramohanoe Esq.,
Secretary,

Transvaal African Congress,
140, 6th Avenue,

Alexandra Tovnship,
JOHANNESBURG.

< =

\V - JL-
Dear Mr. Raraohanoe,
Vo,

I wish to acknowledge, ri th thanks, the receipt of a telegram
from the Transvaal African Congress in support of the representations
of the African National Congress deputation which recently met the
Government. The gesture is highly appreciated.

I hope to see you soon* | can assure you that the deputation
seems to have met with great success and favourable response from the
Government.

The deputation was a strong one representing all shades of
opinion and different organisations. All this tends to indicate the
high regard all seem to have for Congress among our people, as “ell
as In the eyes of the Government. I ¢

We irere congratulated for what the Deputy Prime Minister chose
to call "an unassailable case".

I am hoping that in the near future arrangements might be made
for a public gathering, ei ther at the Bantu Men’s Socinl Centre or at
the Ritz Hall, when the Transvaal deputation of the National Congress
could make a public report , and the proceeds of sucf— a gathering will
go to assist the African National Congress.

With best regards,
Yours sincerely, ;
PRESIDB1T—GENERAL
AP 1CAN NATIONAL

CONGRESS.
ABX/pd
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Senator the Hon. J.D.Rheinallt Jones,
The Sena.te,
CAPS TOWN,

Dear Senator Jones,

I want to thank you and other Representatives for all the
courtesies shown us during the visit of ray deputation of the African
National Congress.

£ appreciate all the facilities you gave ua to make our
visit pleasant and successful. 7

We also appreciate the interest you took in the representations
we made and we are hoping that the Government will realise the relation
between these requests and the African's participation in the war effort.

During this period of danger to our coumon country, we are
hoping that the Government will see its way clear to favourably con-

sider our representation, thus preparing the African for total war
effort in the defence of the country.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

PRESIDBNT-G5NERAL
AFRICA™  NATIONAL
CONGRESS.

ABX/pd.
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9th March, 1942.
Mrs. Margaret Ballinger M.P.,
House of Assembly*
caps: tow.

My dear Mrs. Ballinger,

I wish to thank you for all the assistance and courtesies you
showed us, and the help you gave An allowing your sta”f to type our
statements.

Extend our thanks to them for the contribution they made.

We also wish to thank the Representatives for everything they
did to make our stay sufifiessful and enjoyable.

In this hour of danger, we hope the Government will see their
way clear to remove the disabilities which were subjects of our repre-
sentations, iIn order to give our people not only something to fight

for but something to fight with and thus encouraging total
in the war effort by Africans.

participatio

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

PRESIDBNT—-GENERAL

AFRICAN NATIONAL
CONGEESS.

ABX/pd.



D.L.Smit Esq.,
Secretary for Native Affairs,

Native Affairs Department,
CAPE TOWN.

Dear Mr. Smit,

re: AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS DEPUTATION.

I am writing to remind you of our request for a dozen copies
of the official report of the interview so that all the members
of my deputation may have one each.

I hope the Government will see their way clear to meet most
of our humble but reasonable requests in various directions, as
such action would go a long way in improving the African’s attitu-
de towards the war effort and thereby assist iIn the total defence
of our country. Under their present disabilities, most Africans
argue that they have nothing either to fight for or to fight with
and any advice on the part of the leaders to the contrary is look-
ed upon as bargaining with their inherent rights and betraying
their trust. We wish to put our full weight in the defence of
our common country.

I must thank you and the Government for all the courtesies
and considerations shown to my deputation. And you specially for
the part you played in facilitating the joint deputation as de-
sired by us.

Yours sincerely,

CONGRESS.

ABX/pd.
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MfcMJI MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FyND QETOAL gOWiyEAX

The Annual General Meeting of the above Committee «hljh "*e
postponed on the 31i1/1/42 last, will be held In thv jatlj*

Office, Carr Street, Newtown, Johannesburg on Saturday the 14th. xi st.

*

Members are urged to aafce effort* to attend this meeting and to
punctual as Saturday is only half a day.

M.m m

1. Opening remarks by the Chairman.
8. Minutes: (a) Reading and confirmation.
(b) Discussion of matters arising therefrom.

3. Secretary's Report. 194i.
4 wFinancial Report by the Chairman. 1941.
6 .Celebrations 1949. Johanesburg Report.

Any other reports if available.
6. ELECTIONS!(a) Honorary General Secretary.

b) Executive Committee.

GeNotelwell. The Mendi Memorial Scholarship Fund general Com-
mittee is NOT responsible for travelling °r any "
Incurred by those attending this meeting. Organisations nom
Inatlng representatives are responsible.

H.G.Mpitso,
Hon. Gen. Secretary.
3311 Xajyana Street,
Fimvlille,
10th. March, 1949.

P.s. addressee of «pr.8enWtive®

Standi Committee hnve not yet been t Ident®
Former Congress haa given names wi
ChapiniIn & Treasurer.

neral senior



