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( / ' WTHE WAR AND FREEDOM OF THOUGHT"

Mr. Chairman and ladies and gentlemen., The subject of

“Freedom of thought in hhrtime"has proved to be not an easy one

by any means, I must confess that at the outset I thought to

T bows Msﬂd'ua L eleyp " Rm»&
myself "I ehall look up a little of ~p o b o R

and my &4& Prof. Burgy's "#ze History of Freedom of Thought";

but a little time spent in reading these satisfied me that thed
was not sufficient. These writers dealt with the subject of the
freedom of thought when society was being rebuilt in regard to
ite superstructure rather than in respect of ibe social fondémen-
tades and for them therefore, it was an easy matter to find agree
ment on certain fundamental premises. Whereas today, I feel that

the social fundamentals are in tdssue,

Now a great deal of rubbish is talked about freedom of
thought. Many writers and those inevitable liars, the poets,
are apt to say that you can never chain thought. Thought of it-

gelf is fancy free and you cannot chain it. "Sto;;a?alls do not
» Fd
Tom

a prison make, nor iron bars a cage" is on$\and the mouth
of an early Shakesperean character - "There is nothing good or

evil in this world but thinking makes it so." Thought in the
mouth of this Shakesperean Mary Baker Eddyite was free to create
good or evil at will. A We get for another examnle Francis Bacon's
statement that "The thought of man is not tr;aole for the Devil
mg know% t?l? thought of man, !—Mritten no doubt when he was
tainking no one would discover the bribe he was taking at the
time,

“We know that you can chain thought by a very simple de-
vice; by controlling communication between human beings in all
its forms. The individual mind we find is chained in three par-
ticular ways. Firet of all &here is the chaining of the mind
by the control of the information that comes to it. Secondly,
it~ig chained by the incapacitgtion of the mind to deal with

any such matter as does reach it and thirdﬁ by the mind being
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prevented from giving out agein what it has acquired as knowledge.

The curtailing of information we need not dwell on,
nor is it necessary for me to address you on the corruption of
our press. We have examples of it in book bannings, film censor-
ship and the stopping of_meetings. But in all these ways of cur-
tailing the matter with which minde must deal, we overlook the
self-operating censorship we make upon the mind and the matters
that we are to deal With when we are influenced by fear, And
indeed in modern circumstances thatfear is a very potent influ-
ence in stopping people from applying their mind to a great num-
ber of things, Those are the influences curtailine the incoming
influences to the mind.

. R 1 e

Now, the incapacitatimg of the thinker himself.ﬁpeople
with a capacity to think don't get jobs. We 333 pasgz?g»¥he
consideration of education; of the complete and deliberate with-
holding of education from the masses of the people, \

(Ehe Waferbarg Native.éannot consider Art or History
or social problems because, first of all the material is denied
him, But even if it were accessible to him, the training, the
education, the self development necessary to thinking about such
gsubject matter is denied him and deliberately denied him,

That is one aspect of the matter. There is a more :
malicious program of instilling into the mind, particularly inada.
immature stage, the young mind, false general ideas ocalculated
to make the student fit into the capitalist system of society.
False ideas of patriotism are ;nstilled into the mind of youth,
ideas of loyalty, twiste%ﬁo a specific purpose,and vicious ideas
of meek obedience as the finest attribute that man can acguire,
Youth reacts &s we know to pageantry, mumme{”and symbolism and
these false general ideas lurk in the symbolism and mummery put

before them and instilled into their minds systematically.

The third and equally forceful restraint on freedom of
; . ow teeliGa~ -
thought is that you are not free to éés?lt aut, Assume that you

get the information and have the capacity to think about ity
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Thought still remains'a sterile achievement unless you can pass
on to others the result of the operation of your mind. Thaught
that is uncommunicable dries up at its source. Thought cannot
-exist if it is a functionless junkeﬁrg% the mind without the
'right of cdmmunicating to other minds. Those are the three

general restraints on thought,

Consider the reaction of the average man to the subject
of the freedom of thought. I think I may first say that the
average man recognizes one way and another that the mind ig in
chaine under the existing circumstances. Usually g%% thouzht
on that subject takes the form:gf "How lucky that we are not like
Bermany!" but 1little does the ordinary man realise that i%¢ is just
a matter of degree or we would be like Germany, I think the aver-
aze man's attitude toward freedom of thought is like that of a
Scotchman.who attended a special service. Sandy had come to hear
a famous preacher. He went to the church and after his return
from the service hie friends asked him, "Did you go to the ser-
vice"? Sandy answered, "Yes, I went." "And what of the sermon?"
asked his friends. "Well, it was a good sermon” he said.

"And whaet did he say, what did he speak about?" "Well, it was
about redemption through the Blood". "Well, what did he say
about it?," asked his friends. Sand}y answer was, "Well, he
appeared to be in favour of it." I think one may say that the
average man when asked what is hie opinion of freedom of thought
s poears to be in favour of it But if he is in favour of it, he
very soon gets into an astonishiing number of difficulties.

Let us take a few concrete examples. It is no use
standing for freedom of thought in South Africa today and at
tae same time urging that the Ossawabrandwag must be locked up.
On the other hand, it is no uég;;ﬁgf the Ossawabrandwag snould
be set free to oppose freedom of thought.

Another example; if national unity in support of the

war effort today ie an essential thing, it is plain that you

must suppreses subversive thought., But if you decide to suppress
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subversive thought and do so, then you will never know whether
Aureeliol twavele
i®e national unity and national effort isA?he correct thing,
Thne very discussion, the determination of that issue, of your
main premisﬁ,is brought into guestion., The examples of this
circular argument are very numerous.
We had an example of this the other evening when
Mr. Hofmeyer was broadcasting., Though Mr. Hofmeyer is one
wnose’a0quaintance with lozi%:gzg:E with the text books of 1902;
he is accuainted with lozic, ?az‘he used the following argument
in his broadcast. He said " The question is broached as tJ‘hhether
we must support the war and he said we must support the war in
South Africa. We must support the war because "it is not an im-
perialiest war. I shall prove to you that it is not. Why? It is
not an Imperialist war because all the Dominions are supvorting
15" Thogse are the types of contradictions you get into if
you approach the problem from a simple man's point'of view.
Perhaps a profounder contradiction ghould be men-
tioned before I pass on to the solutions. The profumnnd contra-
diction is this: that if you want national unity for.a particular
purpose, such as the conduct of a war, the suppression of diver-
zent thought is essential to the creation of national strength.
On the other hand, if you create national strength by the sup-
p;ession of thought it implies an inevitable weakness because
you are building up human dynamit%ﬁ%ﬁ,improper linegy of conduct.
That is one of thé contradictions when you consider this subject.

And when the average man thinks, of these contradigctions he stops

]
thinking and concludes, "Well, anyway what I think is rizht", and
he ceases to think of the matter as a social question as to
what ought to be done on the subject of freedom of thought,
Now, I am going to givg you the correct view, or
rather what I consider to be the correct fiew that ledds to
the solution of theée contradictions and you will perhaps pardon
me 1if it becomes a little philosophical. First of all, the

solution to these contradictions has to be sought in the very

nature of fhought itself. Thought always and of necessity =t
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functions in chains. It is true you can play at thinking if you
wish to do so, as a little girl pleye at being 2 motner witn her
dolis,put the sisniticance of real thought depende on tne extent
of ite accuraclpe in refiecting the actual material world outside .
s Do {nv

Now, if that is real thought, it is only meaningfulAés it cor-
responds to external actuality. What then is free thought?
Free thought is thought directed at grasping external reality
with 2 view to adapting and changing that external reality.
We must be free to adapt and alter the chains of our environment.
Free thought means creative action. Thought 1s the ideologzical
basie of creative action in the external world because thought
is of no use for any other purpose than creative action, Thewfl muel”
comaifpond to aTisndl vaalily or U i paslice; bk U & aloo warlree trnliee A
uablio we Fo cliomye fhat Bxbiaat vatily, .

I would like to turn just briefly to support thgse
propositions by regarding what history tells us about thought
and in doing so I think we should remove from our minds sedulousgly

bt Fiat

the mystical nonsense that too freguently dogs ourAfootsteps.
We must not think of thought as the 'divine part"of man, distinguish-
ing him from the animals. If if was, it arrived very late.
We must not let ourselves be confused by the platonic statement
"In the beginning was the Word", because there were no words
in the beginning as we well know, Thought is a biological guality
that has emerged in man . It is a qualitative change.

Just as when heat is applied to a vessel of water.asd
Ahe guantigyof heat increases until the boiling point is reached
and a qualitative change emerges and you get steam and there is
no longer waterzat all, So, simtilarly, dead matéer as we know
from the earliest staze when the universe was in flux,—dead matter
developed until it became a variety of albumens and in the al-
bumens there appears to have emerged this new gquality of life,
orzanized albuminous living matter, Life proceeded overgeons of
development until organized living matter suddenly developed
a new guality - thought, or consciousness, It is simply a material

Ne dauwli™

development that took' place in living matter, but, the origin of

life is etill obsuure amongst scientistsy But the emergence of

thought in the animal world is not obscure. We see it emerge,

We ser d\,{/}uud s—b‘a.spo awol ‘J*W‘ﬁ ﬂ‘;u‘d‘d- AP BRI PO
WL A U Lmavr i s 2l ldin .
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Now, if that is the common and realistic history of the emergence
of thought, two points of very great importance42§2233. ‘In the
first place, it’is obvious at a glance that thought is an instru-
ment in the struggle for survival; an instrument of animal 1ife
useful in the struggle for survival., And in the second place,
without communication from man vo man, there could be no such
thing as the social system. No social system could emerge with-
out that.basis. Thought enables human cooperation to take form
and that thought that enables human cooperation to take form is
the very'basis of the particular form!of society.

Now I think it willbeobvious to% the Left
what thought is valid and what thought is invalid or useless.
Ulearly ie:ggg;espondy'to the reality around us in our environ-
ment, but it has to correspond in such a way as to fit us for
the struggle of survival. In other words, it has an instrumental
purpose and when it féils of that purpose it is unimportant.

One does not struggle to use a tool for no purpose or for a
non-suitaﬁle purpose and thought is only useful and usable as e~
individual and social possessiog,as an instrument in the struggle
for survival,

@f we want freedom of thought it can only be that
we wish through the instrumentality of that thought to recreate
and change our environment, Freedom of thought in any other
fantastic sense iﬁﬁoﬁrgeois nonsense., Let us apply these re-
flections about the function of thought to our present two-
class society. ? .

Is it not clear to us that the oppressing class
does not wish the working class to thinkfbecause it does not
wish the working class to have that tool in its possession
waich will enable it to create a new society? It is necessary
nowever, for the workers to think whate&er haPpens, because
it is necessary to their survival ,and nnt only is it necessary
to their survival, but it is also necessary for the survival
of that 0ld Man of the Sea, Capitalism, which they carry on

their backs. It is imposeible ultimately to deprive the workers
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of thought unless you deprive them of 1ife2€1t ié like clipping

Prevn adlaacger.
the wings of birds to hinder their escéﬁé}ﬁ&en freedom of_EEEEg§§7

(Eg—;;;;;;d from the workémg clasgjffﬁgzarally it is the logical

and proper thing to deprive the working class of their thought

and clip their wings in this manner in order to deprive them of
their instrument of liberation,-ég you are determined that #=e
inaéaumenﬁ-e$-their subjection is to continue. It is only if it

is not to continue that there is any point in calling'for liberty
of thought , and particularly is this so inbar time?}ih war time
YRad the people, bgcause they:;zkjected to extraordinary sufferings,
learn so quickly;’ ‘.they feel they are in danger of personal
annihiétion unless they can liberate their thought, as it is the
instruﬁent of their survival.

I can assume that we realise that history is with
the working class,provided they awaken to use it and to create
in it historically. The contradiction§S## that we see the em-
ploying classes involved in #esss are sharpening every day.

They want to keep knowledge from the people but/at the same time
for their campaigns of war they need science. Science used in
war needs many people that know and understand thoroughly,
therefore
and those magy people musg\have correct scientific knowledge.
Therefore they are in this tangle of wanting to keep people
stupid and on the other hand they are forced to make people
know and understand.

In another sense they are being defeated at every
point, During a period such as the present one in which we life,
the capacity of the aveiage pers%n for inference from very small
data is growing. We are learning to read our newspaperss; We are
1earning.» to understand from an adjective, a wrong comma and such
very small indices pu$ inta the twisted information put before
us ,what the real motivations behind it arejand from those perusals

we know a great deal more than we would have known had our mindS”hmﬁ?‘
been attuned by the fact that the truth is being withheld.
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I reméFer a young German Communist telling me that
when he was thrown into a concentration camp he learned from
a Tellow there how to read a newspaper. "My God", he said,®hat
that fellow could zet out of the most garbled account!"
We are all becoming pretty good at that sort of gamee~Thought
finding ite way ground for its own preservation,

There are other ways of escape for thought., For instance,
you can watch the Stock Exchange., The people who watch the Stock

ey surn Ahanao and

Excihnge are ror tne moet part, positive shareholders; Ttii'ishfhey

want to see their skares go up in value. But the working class

when they look at the Stock Exchange reports esadd be recarded as

that a blow has been struck at Capitalism sQUER
aadxthe workers are getting stronger; #44At at some point in the
world the sensitive ears of capital have caught the danger signal
and there is an unloading of capital which magzﬁ;ve less *1ife”in
it because of the rise of the working class.
Mogt people think that when there is a victory shares

will go up. Now we have just had a victory, a big victory -Topbruk-
but shares have gone down, Whyfj?izg:tée there is something
happening in Roumania which the liars don't tell us. So the
snarpened capacity of observation of the people a4t large is
another way around.

The Left Book Club,I think,has had (at any rate in its
Enzlish headguarters) some trouble with the attitude adopted by

ilate. They have iésued a bhook on

Mr. Gollanz and Mr. Strachey of
"Marxiem and Democracy". A disgraceful book, a book written
dishonestly at almost every page, where qlotations are distorted
and cut in the best newspaper manner and where conclusions are
erroneously put forward on premises implied,suggested, hinted at,
but not stated. The whole book is a very old type of swindle,

an exposed swindle and alas, a swindle in which John Strachey

joins with a considerable measure of praise. It would be interest-

ing if members of the audience would read this book and see if

’
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they would be taken in or whether they could see through the
deception. .

The p;acticé in Russia of the averaﬁe Russian par-
ticipants in public affairs has trained them to a measure of
smelling out the anti-class elements in another man's mind,
thought and conduct with an astonishing precision, and we too,

I hope, owing to the unpleasantness of the present age in which
we live are acquiring the capacity for smelling out the false,

w0
In conclusion, say, the fight for the freedom of

thought in itself is, of coufse, meaningless. It only acquireé
meaning when brought into the context of the class struggle,
the real issue that is before you, It is only in that relation-
ship that $hought assumes its importance and its function,
To fight for freedom of thought on any other basis is as un-
reasoneble as buying a piano when you can't play. But the fight
for the freedom of thought does become a profound and real thing
and not a fatuous contradictory struggle when it becomes part
and parcel of the workers' cause and part and parcel of their
capacity to create a new society.

I suppose there may be many in the audience who

free thouczht
would have said, "Well, Stalin does not allow fxEmdmmxa in

"

Russia., Of course he doesn't! He only allows workers' thoucht

to be free and the freedom he aime at involves tne admitted
sunnression of bourgeois thoucht. The reason why the Bolshevike!
attitude toward freedom of thoucht is worthy, is a very simple

.

2
reason:! All men can become workers but all men cannot become
they basgis.
capitalists. And they understand that!must establish the xzsx=m,
of freedom of a future society which will be a single class
gsociety. For this reason real freedom of thought can only

come in a classless society and cannot exist apart from it,
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